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About the Hepatitis C Virus (HCV)

• More than 65,000 Washingtonians now 
live with HCV

• Washington has experienced steady 
increases in reported HCV cases in 
recent years, with nearly 40,000 cases 
from 2012 through 2017. 

• In addition to the human cost of HCV, 
HCV-related hospitalization charges 
totaled an estimated $114 million in 
Washington between 2010 and 2014. 



Gov. Inslee’s Plan to Eliminate HCV in Washington
Two-step approach to eliminating HCV:
1. Connect more people to care and the cure. 

• Many living with HCV don’t know they have it.
• This public health effort will be led by the Washington State 

Department of Health.
• Dr. Lindquist will discuss this next.

2. Use our state purchasing power to increase access 
to the cure. 
• Washington State Health Care Authority will issue a request 

for proposals by January 2019 for joint purchasing of HCV 
medications from one or more drug manufacturers to cut 
costs and boost access. 

• In the future, this purchasing strategy could be extended to 
include other major health care purchasers in Washington 
and possibly in other states.

• Dr. Zerzan and Dr. Sullivan will discuss. 

Washington will
become the first state in 

the nation to combat 
HCV through a two-
pronged approach: 

increase screening and 
treatment, and make 
drugs that cure HCV 
more affordable and 

accessible.



Dr. Scott Lindquist
Department of Health



Washington State Department of Health | 7

Hepatitis C

• Hepatitis C is the most common 
bloodborne infection in the 
United States.

• In the US, it kills more people 
every year than all other 59 
reportable infectious diseases 
combined.

• Hospitalization costs related to 
hepatitis C in Washington were 
$114 million from 2010 through 
2014.
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Hepatitis C Surveillance in Washington State 

• Hepatitis labs and cases reportable to each of the 35 local health jurisdictions 
(LHJs) in WA

 Hepatitis C reporting became mandated in Dec 2000

• Labs and healthcare providers required to report positive test results for HCV 
(antibody/RNA)

 Negatives are not currently mandated
 Majority of reports come from labs; provider reporting rare

• WA DOH operates the state’s electronic lab reporting system, so state 
hepatitis staff have access to ELR data (but not hard copy lab reports)

 Approximately 10,000 electronic laboratory reports (ELR) each month
 ELRs account for 30-40% of total lab volume
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Limitations of Hepatitis C Surveillance in Washington State 

• General lack of resources at both the state and local level
 Most LHJ staff work on all communicable diseases; dedicated hepatitis staff at 

just 3 largest LHJs

• Unable to accurately track patients in the registry who have:
 Moved out of state
 Died
 Cleared their infections
 Been cured

• Other limitations include:
 ~75% of risk (and race/ethnicity) data among known chronic cases are missing
 Diagnoses missed due to asymptomatic nature of disease
 Some Baby Boomers not being appropriately screened
 Limited in ability to conduct partner/contact investigations
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Source: WA DOH Hepatitis Surveillance Records

• Risk/exposure data for chronic cases is sparse (~80% 
missing), but when present, injection drug use is often 
reported
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Hepatitis C Surveillance in Washington State 
• In 2017:

• 8,839 new reports of chronic infection
• 543 deaths attributed to chronic HCV
• 73 new reports of acute infection

• There are an estimated 65,000 who are currently living with chronic HCV
Newly Reported HCV cases

Year Acute Chronic Total
2012 54 4,865 4,919
2013 63 4,438 4,501
2014 83 5,995 6,078
2015 63 7,085 7,148
2016 95 8,118 8,213
2017 73 8,839 8,912

Source: WA DOH Hepatitis Surveillance Records
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HCV by Year of Birth
The Tale of 2 Epidemics  

1945–1965 
birth cohort

second wave, 
ages 37 and 
younger in 

2014





Judy Zerzan and Donna Sullivan
Health Care Authority






















