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Hayes Inc. RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Hayes Inc. is an independent vendor contracted to produce evidence assessment reports 
for the WA HTA program on behalf of The MED Project at Oregon State Health Science 
University. For transparency, all comments received during the comments process are 
included. However, comments related to program decisions, process, or other matters not 
pertaining to the report are acknowledged through inclusion, but are not within the scope 
of response for report accuracy and completeness.  
 
Response to industry comments 
 
Cyberonics 
1. Section of the letter entitled “Healthcare Utilization Reduced with VNS Therapy” 

(cited references included Bernstein et al., 2007 and Holmes et al., 2004) 
 
The Bernstein et al. (2007) article is described in the Economic Evaluations section of the 
report. We added additional information from this study to this section to address the 
manufacturer’s feedback. 
 
Data from the Holmes et al. (2004) article are presented in Table 1. This article does not 
present data directly pertaining to healthcare utilization and thus does not meet criteria 
for inclusion in the Economic Evaluations section. 
 
2. Section of the letter entitled “Nonadherence to AEDs Increases Healthcare Costs” 

(cited references were Faught et al. 2008 and Faught et al. 2009) 
 

The references supplied by the manufacturer address how nonadherence to antiepileptic 
drugs increases healthcare costs. However, these references do not contain economic 
evaluation data directly pertaining to the use of VNS therapy for epilepsy and are thus not 
included in the Economic Evaluations section. 
 
3. Section of the letter entitled “Depression” (cited reference of Sperling et al. 2009) 
 
The data reported by Sperling et al. (2009) is discussed in the Economic Evaluations 
section of the VNS for Depression report. 
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