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Timeline

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Section 1115 
Waiver approved 
(“MTP”)

State requests 
1115 waiver 
amendment 

Amendment approved 
(“SUD Amendment”)

New CMS guidance 
on SUD

Tribal 
consultation

SUD Mid-Point 
Assessment due

Waiver approval 
end



Allow Medicaid payment for residential substance use 
disorder (SUD) treatment in “institutions for mental 
disease” (IMDs) for more than 15 days per month

• Previously, federal funding for IMD stays limited to 15 days
• Intention: expand access to residential treatment for SUD

SUD Amendment Request



• SUD Implementation Protocol (milestones)

• SUD Monitoring Protocol

• Mid-Point Assessment

• Others: health IT, budget neutrality

CMS Requirements for approval



SUD Mid-Point Assessment

Carried out by independent evaluator

Assess progress toward SUD Amendment goals

Completed by December 31, 2020



Assessment tasks
Consult with stakeholders and partners 

Assess progress toward milestones, targets

Interview key informants (2 rounds)

Assess budget neutrality

Report findings and recommendations



Collaboration objectives
• Review milestones and methods

• Help us understand context

• Input on assessment design, priorities
— How will SUD Amendment affect AI/AN Medicaid beneficiaries, 

tribally affiliated IMDs, IHCPs, urban Indian health organizations?

— What metrics/measures are most relevant?

— What factors might aid or hinder changes?





Collaboration preferences
• Group participatory sessions?

• In person with call-in option?

• Stand-alone or part of larger planned event?

• Participants?

• Timing: October/November 2019



Contact 
Lucilla Mendoza
HCA Office of Tribal Affairs
lucilla.mendoza@hca.wa.gov

Jenny Grunditz
Center for Health Systems Effectiveness
Oregon Health & Science University
youjen@ohsu.edu









Trueblood Settlement of Contempt 
Agreement



First of All …
•People with mental illness are more likely to be victims of crimes than perpetrators
•Over half (56%) of male inmates reported experiencing childhood physical trauma 
•Individuals arrested for minor infractions may spend time in jail, which exacerbates behavioral 
health issues and results in criminal records, making securing a home and/or job much harder
•Data reveals homeless individuals are more likely to:

•Be African American or Native American
•Live in high-density urban areas
•Have mental illness and substance use problems
•Receive medical treatment for injuries
•Receive cash and/or food assistance



Trueblood Case History
Background

• Prior to this case, Washington had been dealing with delays 
in competency services for more than a decade

• Class members are individuals detained in city and county jails 
awaiting competency services



Trueblood Case History

The Case
• A.B. by and through Trueblood v DSHS --“Trueblood”
• Challenged unconstitutional delays in competency evaluation and restoration

Bench trial March 2015, judgment and injunction in April:
• U.S. Constitution requires Washington state to complete evaluations and admissions within 

seven days, which begins when criminal court signs the order (regardless of when it was 
transmitted)

• Defendants subsequently appealed this order for in-jail evaluations
• Now a sliding scale after mediation (7-14, 14-21)



Trueblood Settlement Agreement 

• On February 5, 2018, DSHS and plaintiff’s counsel (DRW) 
agreed to begin to negotiate a settlement.

• The Federal District Court for the Western District of 
Washington approved the Settlement Agreement on 
December 11, 2018.

• It is not a settlement of the lawsuit itself.  Rather, it is a 
settlement of DSHS contempt status.







Trueblood Settlement Governance Structure
Executive Committee is composed of the parties from the Trueblood lawsuit, 
and the state agencies responsible for implementation of the Agreement. 

General Advisory Committee
The General Advisory Committee provides community feedback, flags 
implementation issues, reviews data and outcomes and makes recommendations 
to the Executive Committee.  This advisory body will be made up of all Executive 
Committee members in addition to regional and statewide members from key 
stakeholder and partner entities





Slide 58

WN(1 This slide gives me great pause. I wonder if there's another version of this that better illustrates the process?
West, Norah (DSHS), 6/14/2019





Slide 59

WN(2 This entire series needs titles and many sections need explanations in the notes. It gets incredibly crowded at points and I'm not sure it holds its effectiveness with so much on the 
page. Could it be broken down by each point along the timeline instead of trying to cram the entire timeline into the series of slides? Does that make sense?
West, Norah (DSHS), 6/14/2019



















Trueblood Settlement Summary and 
Agreement Document 



More Information

For more detail you may refer to:

• The Trueblood Settlement Agreement
• https://www.dshs.wa.gov/sites/default/files/BHSIA/FMHS/Trueblood/2018Trueblood/623 OrderFinalApprovalSettlement.pdf

• Senate Bill 5444
• https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5444&Chamber=Senate&Year=2019








