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Opportunities for community engagement for lived 
experience 
This is a list of committees formed as a part of grant obligations, federal and state legislation, or from 

community interest. It is broken into two categories: opportunities within the Health Care Authority and 

opportunities within community-driven organizations and work groups. This is a living document that is 

managed and updated by the Office of Community Voice and Empowerment (OCVE), found on the OCVE 

webpage. 

Health Care Authority opportunities 
Accountable Community of Health (ACHs) 
Accountable Community of Health promote health equity and address and coordinate around social 

determinants of health. They also respond to regional needs and issues, including COVID-19 response and 

coordination. ACHs, in partnership with health care providers, local health jurisdictions, community-based 

organizations, and many others, are working to: 

• Align resources and activities that improve whole-person health and wellness by bringing people and 

organizations together across sectors for discussion, training, and strategic planning. 

• Support efforts that improve the Medicaid health care delivery system, such as workforce development 

and value-based purchasing. 

• Support the integration of physical and behavioral health care, known as managed care. 

• Connect people to care and help coordinate care between providers and organizations. 

• Address the opioid use public health crisis. 

• Invest in community infrastructure, like electronic health records. 

Each ACH serves a specific region of the state. Although each ACH is unique, they share a common approach to 

improving the health of their communities and changing health care delivery. 

Behavioral Health Advisory Council (BHAC) 
The Behavioral Health Advisory Council advises and educates the Health Care Authority (HCA) on planning and 

implementing effective, integrated behavioral health services by promoting individual choice, prevention, and 

recovery in Washington State. The council makes decisions concerning the needs, planning, operations, funding, 

and use of services for mental health, substance use, and gambling disorders. 

Children Youth Behavioral Health Work Group (CYBHWG) 
The Children Youth Behavioral Health Work Group provides recommendations to the Governor and the 

Legislature to improve behavioral health services and strategies for children, youth, young adults, and their 

families. This group includes legislators, state agencies, health care providers, tribal governments, community 

behavioral health services, advocates, and other organizations, as well as youth and young people who have 

received services and parents of children and youth who have received services. There are six subgroups: 

1. BH integration 

2. Prenatal to age five relational health 

3. Strategic plan advisory group 

4. School based behavioral health and suicide prevention, 

5. Youth and young adult continuum of care 

6. Workforce and rates. 

https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/programs-and-initiatives/behavioral-health-and-recovery/office-community-voices-and-empowerment
https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/programs-and-initiatives/behavioral-health-and-recovery/office-community-voices-and-empowerment
https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/programs-and-initiatives/medicaid-transformation-project-mtp/accountable-communities-health-achs
https://www.hca.wa.gov/node/2446
https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/program/ach-map.pdf
https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/programs-and-initiatives/behavioral-health-and-recovery/behavioral-health-advisory-council
https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/programs-and-initiatives/behavioral-health-and-recovery/children-and-youth-behavioral-health-work-group-cybhwg
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Crisis Response Improvement Strategy (CRIS) committee 
In 2021, the Washington State Legislature passed HB 1477, establishing the Crisis Response Improvement 

Strategy (CRIS) Committee and Steering Committee. These committees develop recommendations to support 

implementation of the national 988 suicide prevention hotline and the statewide improvement of behavioral 

health crisis response and suicide prevention services. 

Family Youth Systems Partner Round Table (FYSPRT) 
Family Youth System Partner Round Tables provides a forum for families, youth, systems, and communities to 

strengthen sustainable resources by providing community-based approaches to address the individual 

behavioral health needs of children, youth, and families. 

Joint Legislative and Executive Committee on Behavioral Health 
(JLECBH) 
The Joint Legislative and Executive Committee on Behavioral Health establishes a profile of Washington's 

current population and its behavioral health needs and a projection of population growth and anticipated need 

as well as: 

• Assess projected needs for BH services based on trends and population. 

• Identify service capacity and gaps/need for additional support. 

• Identify inventory of future services needed. 

• Specific emphasis on prevention, early intervention, & home or community-based capacity to reduce 

reliance on emergency, criminal legal, crisis, and involuntary services. 

• Develop a plan and strategies to substantially improve access to BH services. 

Office of Community Voices and Empowerment 
The Office of Community Voices and Empowerment provides a platform for the voices of those with lived and 

living experience within Washington behavioral health systems to drive innovation and change that inform 

policies, practices, and resources for statewide behavioral health services with the guiding principles of hope 

and resiliency. The work of OCVE is guided by a statewide advisory committee made up of individuals, family 

members, and caregivers who identify as having lived or living experience within the Washington State 

behavioral health system. 

Pro-Equity Anti-Racism Community Advisory Team (PEAR-CAT) 
The purpose of the Pro-Equity Anti-Racism Community Advisory Team is to foster an environment that creates 

belonging and establishes a pro-equity and anti-racist culture for HCA employees and the people HCA works 

with and serve. This group is made up of individuals and community-based organizations that represent many 

of Washington’s diverse populations and communities. PEAR team members are also part of this group. PEAR 

CAT members play a key role in informing HCA’s health equity strategies, community engagement activities, and 

sharing their personal/lived experiences on how HCA’s programs and services impact them and their 

community. 

Substance Use Recovery Services Advisory Committee (SURSAC) 
The Substance Use Recovery Services Advisory Committee consults and collaborates with HCA to write and 

implement the Substance Use Recovery (SURS) Plan and provide guidance related to the Recovery Navigator 

Program (RNP), as directed by ESB 5476 (passed during the 2021 legislative session), Section 1. 

Washington Opioid Response Work Group (State Opioid and Overdose 
Response learning community) 
The State Opioid and Overdose Response learning community meetings bring together state government 

leaders, Tribes, academic researchers, health care providers, individuals with lived experience, members of the 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1477&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/programs-and-initiatives/behavioral-health-and-recovery/crisis-response-improvement-strategy-cris-committees
https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/programs-and-initiatives/behavioral-health-and-recovery/crisis-response-improvement-strategy-cris-committees
https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/programs-and-initiatives/behavioral-health-and-recovery/family-youth-system-partner-round-table-fysprt
https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/programs-and-initiatives/behavioral-health-and-recovery/joint-legislative-and-executive-committee-behavioral-health
https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/programs-and-initiatives/behavioral-health-and-recovery/office-community-voices-and-empowerment
https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/who-we-are/pro-equity-anti-racism-pear
https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/programs-and-initiatives/behavioral-health-and-recovery/substance-use-recovery-services-advisory-committee-sursac
https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/programs-and-initiatives/behavioral-health-and-recovery/state-opioid-and-overdose-response-soor-plan#opioid-response-workgroup
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community, and anyone else with an interest in attending. HCA joins with partners across the state to 

implement a State Opioid Response Plan focusing our efforts on four priority goals: 

1. Prevent opioid misuse 

2. Identify and treat substance use disorder 

3. Ensure and improve the health and wellness of individuals that use drugs 

4. Use data to detect opioid misuse/abuse, monitor illness, injury and death, and evaluate interventions. 

5. Support individuals in recovery 

Community-driven organizations and work groups opportunities 
Disability Rights of Washington 
Disability Rights of Washington is a private non-profit organization that protects the rights of people with 

disabilities statewide. Their mission is to advance the dignity, equality, and self-determination of people with 

disabilities. We work to pursue justice on matters related to human and legal rights. 

NAACP 
The Alaska Oregon Washington State Area Conference (AOWSAC) of the NAACP aims to improve the political, 

educational, social, and economic status of all, eliminating racial prejudice, and raising awareness against 

discrimination at the state level. By championing equal rights and justice, we can create a world of equality. 

National Alliance on Mental Illness 
The National Alliance on Mental Illness is the nation’s largest grassroots mental health organization dedicated to 

building better lives for the millions of Americans affected by mental health conditions. NAMI works with local 

affiliates in communities around the state to improve the quality of life for all those affected by mental health 

conditions. 

Office of Behavioral Health Advocacy (OBHA) 
The Office of Behavioral Health Advocacy has behavioral health advocates (formerly known as behavioral health 

ombuds) are peers with lived experience whose services are free and confidential. They serve as a neutral and 

confidential intermediary and provide an informal process to support residents in resolving complaints related 

to behavioral health programs, services and their certified providers. OBHA also hosts 10 regional community 

forums per month. 

United Peers of Washington (UP of WA) 
United Peers of Washington is a community of peer counselors and others who provide peer support to those 

seeking substance use and mental health services. We are an open and welcoming group of individuals that care 

deeply about how recovery services are delivered in the state of Washington. 

WA SPEAKS 
WA SPEAKS is a collaborative of dedicated speaker sharing recovery and wellness stories through a strength- 

based, person centered lens of hope and resiliency to shatter the stigma surrounding behavioral health stressors 

and spread the word that people can and do recover. 

Washington Council for Behavioral Health (WCBH) 
The Washington Council for Behavioral Health works to advance policies that improve whole health and 

longevity, support recovery and resilience, and promote overall community health through public policy 

development, system and quality improvement initiatives, and behavioral health education. 

https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/program/WashingtonStateOpioidandOverdoseResponsePlan-final-2021.pdf
https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/program/WashingtonStateOpioidandOverdoseResponsePlan-final-2021.pdf
https://disabilityrightswa.org/
https://naacpaowsac.org/washington-branches-2/
https://www.namiwa.org/
https://www.obhadvocacy.org/
https://www.upofwa.org/
https://www.allwellconsulting.com/wa-speaks
https://www.thewashingtoncouncil.org/
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Washington Recovery Alliance (WRA) 
The Washington Recovery Alliance advances mental health and substance use recovery by changing public 

understanding and shaping pro-recovery public policy. They build the capacity of the recovery community to 

advance substance used recovery and mental health wellness by catalyzing public understanding and shaping 

public policy. 

Washington State Community Connectors (WSCC) 
Washington State Community Connectors is a statewide network of parents, caregivers, youth, family-run 

organizations, and system partners all dedicated to improving the availability and impact of child and family 

behavioral health services. WSCC believes families should know how to advocate for services that meet the 

needs of each family member. We provide information, resources, and training to support families in sharing 

their voices to impact system improvements. 

Washington Family Engagement 
Washington Family Engagement helps parents and youth develop leadership skills to have their voices heard, 

and we help schools, institutions, and organizations include diverse family voices in the work they do. 

Washington Family Engagement is committed to raising the capacity of families and educators to work together 

as equal partners and break down long-standing barriers in order to develop relevant and equitable systems 

that impact the future and well-being of Washington students. As a nonprofit organization, we provide free 

opportunities to individuals of all ages to learn and practice leadership and advocacy skills, understand and 

navigate systems and policies, and find their voice. 

State government and legislative opportunities 
Department of Commerce: 

• Washington Statewide Human Trafficking Task Forces was reauthorized in 2015 by Senate Bill 5884 

(PDF). The founding legislation can be read at RCW 7.68.350. 

• In Washington state, there are three task forces that are identifying the resources needed to address 

human trafficking. This includes looking at services, public policy, and the ways various systems and 

supportive services are working together. 

• Washington State Task Force Against the Trafficking of Persons 

• Washington Advisory Committee on Trafficking (WashACT) 

• Commercially Sexually Exploited Children (CSEC) Statewide Coordinating Committee 

• Justice Assistance Grant Program (JAG): 

• The JAG Advisory Committee guides the implementation of Washington’s JAG program. The Committee 

is comprised of members who represent a broad range of roles in the criminal, legal, social services and 

public health systems. Leveraging their extensive professional expertise, Committee members help set 

current and future program priorities and support outreach and engagement within their networks. 

• Washington Statewide Reentry Council: 

• The Legislature created the Statewide Reentry Council in 2016 to improve public safety and outcomes 

for individuals reentering the community (43.380 RCW). The council is guided by Gov. Inslee’s Executive 

Order 16-05: Building Safe and Strong Communities Through Successful Reentry. The Washington 

Statewide Reentry Council advocates for Washington state laws, investments, and attitudes that 

improve reentry outcomes, increase public safety and build systems that are more humane and 

restorative. 

• Affordable Housing Advisory Board (AHAB): 

• The Washington State Affordable Housing Advisory Board (AHAB) advises the Department of Commerce 

on housing and housing-related issues. 

• Homelessness Lived Experience Advisory Committee: 

https://www.washingtonrecoveryalliance.org/
https://wsccsupport.org/
https://wafamilyengagement.org/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/ocva/clearinghouse-on-human-trafficking/task-force/
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2015-16/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5884-S.SL.pdf
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2015-16/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5884-S.SL.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=7.68.350
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/community-safety/jag/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/reentry-council/
http://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/exe_order/eo_16-05.pdf
http://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/exe_order/eo_16-05.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.commerce.wa.gov%2Fhousing-policy%2Fahab%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csandra.mena-tyree%40hca.wa.gov%7C20e71d176ddb4396024708dce8b96882%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638641131619558802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CKzTDMeJKT4Qm5z3hdcPIZB4njlZAT7mxUPHl4sUBKw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.commerce.wa.gov%2Fhomelessness-response%2Flived-experience-advisory-committee%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csandra.mena-tyree%40hca.wa.gov%7C20e71d176ddb4396024708dce8b96882%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638641131619572104%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8biWH7ymsA3XnwuKzGYngwaqy%2FbxPPUjxAGF2NGL65U%3D&reserved=0
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• The Homelessness Assistance Unit (HAU) Lived Experience Advisory Committee provides insight, 

perspective, ideas and recommendations that make homeless crisis response systems across 

Washington better, stronger, and more equitable. 

Washington State Liquor and Cannabis Board 
The Board works with stakeholders, makes policy and budget decisions, and adjudicates contested license 

applications and enforcement actions on licensees. 

Washington State Department of Children, Youth & Families Community 
Engagement 
Community Engagement team provides oversight and support in working with external community partners 

and advisory bodies to ensure consistent and effective communication between constituents and the agency. 

• Washington State Partnership Council on Juvenile Justice (WA-PCJJ) 

o Youth Engagement 

o Reentry/Aftercare & Behavioral Health Joint Committee 

o Racial and Ethnic Disparities Committee 

Developmental Disabilities Administration: Family Advisory Council 
The Family Advisory Council’s mission is to ensure that DDA’s programs, policies and procedures reflect the 

experiences, wisdom and advocacy of family members and eligible clients. 

Department of Human and Health Services Refugee Advisory Council 
The Refugee Advisory Council helps ensure the coordination of services for refugees and immigrants and raises 

awareness of issues that affect refugee and immigrant communities throughout Washington state. 

The purpose of RAC is to: 

• Convey local or regional concerns to DSHS and other state agencies. 

• Prioritize refugee-related issues and concerns. 

• Provide statewide planning, guidance and recommendations on policies, programs, funding 

and service delivery for refugees and immigrants. 

• Provide information and interpretation of state policies, programs and funding to refugee 

and immigrant communities. 

The RAC’s voting members include representatives from each DSHS region of the state. View the list of current 

Refugee Advisory Council members. 

Self-Advocates in Leadership (SAIL) WADDC 
Self-Advocates in Leadership (SAIL) offers the information and assistance you need to speak up and be heard in 

state government. Learn how you can let legislators and state agencies know what you think about issues such 

as housing, transportation, jobs, quality services and health care. 

The local leadership project trains and supports individuals in leadership skills and systems advocacy about 

people with developmental disabilities and their families. The project prepares participants to get involved in 

advocacy at the local, state and federal level. 

Washington State Developmental Disabilities Council 
The Developmental Disabilities Council (DDC) advocates for better services and supports for people with 

developmental disabilities and their families. 

The DDC was established in 1976 through an executive order from the Governor. We are funded by the federal 

government, are independent of the state government, and are guided by a federal law called the 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flcb.wa.gov%2Fboard%2Fboard-information&data=05%7C02%7Csandra.mena-tyree%40hca.wa.gov%7C20e71d176ddb4396024708dce8b96882%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638641131619586431%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=T45uoMdoLnudkY4pmGCdi5r8gFDdxx8xzdHXbRjDB8w%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcyf.wa.gov%2Fabout%2Fcommunity-engagement&data=05%7C02%7Csandra.mena-tyree%40hca.wa.gov%7C20e71d176ddb4396024708dce8b96882%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638641131619598640%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BLEoILgigEnw%2FYYyZIBCh4N9o0naQpwi8%2FMh4IE6Tzo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcyf.wa.gov%2Fabout%2Fcommunity-engagement&data=05%7C02%7Csandra.mena-tyree%40hca.wa.gov%7C20e71d176ddb4396024708dce8b96882%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638641131619598640%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BLEoILgigEnw%2FYYyZIBCh4N9o0naQpwi8%2FMh4IE6Tzo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Finformingfamilies.org%2Ffamily-advisory-council%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csandra.mena-tyree%40hca.wa.gov%7C20e71d176ddb4396024708dce8b96882%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638641131619611859%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7EyX%2FMuSassPWvvROqrrM%2FBKYdHBE9zpU%2BjjEl9JxCE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/csd-office-refugee-and-immigration-assistance/refugee-advisory-council
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/sites/default/files/ESA/oria/documents/DSHS%20Statewide%20RAC%20Members%20September%202024.pdf
https://www.ddc.wa.gov/council-activities/sail
https://www.ddc.wa.gov/
https://www.digitalarchives.wa.gov/governorgregoire/execorders/eoarchive/eo76-03.htm
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Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act, often called the “DD Act” for short. There is a 

Developmental Disabilities Council in every state and territory across the country. 

We collaborate and coordinate with other agencies and organizations, train leaders and advocates, and 

advocate for better policies, programs, and practices. Everything we do is based on our core values of self- 

determination, independence, inclusion, integration, and productivity for people with developmental 

disabilities. 

Washington State Joint, House and Senate Legislative Committees 
View a list of Washington State legislative committees. 

 

 

 

https://acl.gov/sites/default/files/about-acl/2016-12/dd_act_2000.pdf
https://leg.wa.gov/legislature/pages/committeelisting.aspx

