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Upcoming eligibility changes 
Federal changes to Medicaid driven by passage of H.R. 1 (the One Big Beautiful Bill Act) in 2025 will 

impact Washingtonians’ eligibility for Apple Health, Washington’s Medicaid program, starting October 

2026. 

The Washington State Health Care Authority’s (HCA) top priority is to implement new federal 

requirements in ways that minimize loss of coverage and reduce client burden. 

Timeline of changes 

 

Change Summary 

When HCA 

will begin to 

notify clients 

When the 

change goes 

into effect 

When clients 

must take 

action 

Lawfully present 

non-citizen 

changes 

Changes to eligibility for refugee, asylee, 

and other noncitizen adults. 
July 2026 

October 1, 

2026 
N/A 

Work 

requirements 

To remain eligible, people enrolled in Apple 

Health for Adults will be required to work, 

train, or do community engagement 80 

hours per month (with some exceptions). 

September 

2026 

January 1, 

2027 

January 1 or 

at next 

renewal in 

2027 

Six-month 

renewals 

People enrolled in Apple Health for Adults 

will be required to renew their coverage 

every six months instead of twelve months. 

September 

2026 

January 1, 

2027 

Every six 

months 

Retroactive 

coverage 

Retroactive coverage will be shortened from 

three months to one month for Apple 

Health for Adults and shortened to two 

months for all other Apple Health programs. 

December 

2026 

January 1, 

2027 
N/A 
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Where constituents can learn more 
Information for Apple Health (Medicaid) clients 
If an Apple Health client comes to you with questions, you can direct them to: 

• HCA’s website 

o Changes coming to Apple Health (webpage) 

o How to reach an enrollment specialist (PDF) 

o FAQ on impacts of H.R.1 on Apple Health eligibility (PDF) 

o Contact HCA (help portal) 

• Washington Healthplanfinder (self-service) 

• Live assistance at the toll-free number: 1-800-562-3022 

Information for people assisting Apple Health clients 
If someone who assists Apple Health clients comes to you with questions, you can direct them to: 

 

• HCA’s website 

o Supporting clients with changes to Apple Health (hca.wa.gov/support-client-changes) 

o H.R. 1 Impacts (webpage focused on stakeholder audience) 

• Upcoming webinars 

o Apple Health Community Connector Forums: Meetings for navigators and volunteer 

assistors; monthly meetings for community members and stakeholders.  

o H.R. 1 Impacts webinar series: quarterly webinars geared toward stakeholders 

▪ H.R. 1 webinar FAQ  

• Constituent relations form (support.hca.wa.gov) 

o To ask H.R.1 questions, log in to the HCA support portal. Select “H.R.1 policy questions” 

under the Apple Health policy tile on support.hca.wa.gov.  

Stay informed 
Staying informed on changes coming to Apple Health: 

• Sign up for email updates. 

• Bookmark our stakeholders webpage: H.R. 1 Impacts We post our legislative presentations, 

webinars, and announcements to this page 

https://www.hca.wa.gov/free-or-low-cost-health-care/changes-coming-apple-health
https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/program/apple-health-enrollment-specialists.pdf
https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/program/impacts-hr1-ah-eligibility-summary.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/hca/p1contactus/
https://www.wahealthplanfinder.org/
https://www.hca.wa.gov/free-or-low-cost-health-care/i-help-others-apply-and-access-apple-health/supporting-clients-changes-apple-health
https://www.hca.wa.gov/free-or-low-cost-health-care/i-help-others-apply-and-access-apple-health/supporting-clients-changes-apple-health
https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/programs-and-initiatives/apple-health-medicaid/hr-1-impacts
https://www.hca.wa.gov/free-or-low-cost-health-care/i-help-others-apply-and-access-apple-health/supporting-clients-changes-apple-health#apple-health-community-connectors
https://www.hca.wa.gov/free-or-low-cost-health-care/i-help-others-apply-and-access-apple-health/supporting-clients-changes-apple-health#hr1-webinars
https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/program/hr1-frequently-asked-questions.pdf
https://support.hca.wa.gov/hcasupport
https://support.hca.wa.gov/hcasupport
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAHCA/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAHCA_433
https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/programs-and-initiatives/apple-health-medicaid/hr-1-impacts

