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Short-term Housing 
Vouchers 
In the 2025 Operating Budget, the Health Care 

Authority (HCA) Division of Behavioral Health and 

Recovery (DBHR) was awarded funding to provide 

short-term housing vouchers to individuals with 

substance use disorder (SUD). 

Overview 
Research indicates that when people have access 

to reliable housing, they are able to better focus on 

work pursuits and personal goals, thereby 

improving overall life quality.  

HCA awarded these funds through several different 

programs, including:  

• Nineteen (19) non-profits organizations and one 

tribe across the five most populous counties as 

mandated by ESSB 5536 (2023) 

• Homeless Outreach Stabilization & Transition 

(HOST) 

• Projects for Assistance in Transition from 

Homelessness (PATH) 

• Peer Pathfinder 

• Peer-run organizations 

The contractors provide housing subsidies using a 

low barrier approach for individuals and their 

families. “Programs meet people where they are at 

and help them get to where they want to be.” 

People who received these housing subsidies come 

from treatment centers, county jails, street 

outreach, tribes, behavioral health agencies, or self-

refer to the providers. 

Eligibility requirements 
• Have an SUD (this can be medically diagnosed 

or self-attested) 

• Be unhoused, homeless, or at imminent risk of 

becoming unhoused 

• The person’s household income should not 

exceed 50% of the median income of their area 

(AMI). 

These funds can  be used for rental and utility 

arrears, reasonable move-in costs, and security or 

utility deposits.  

Budget for SFY 26 
• General Fund State $850,000 

• Criminal Justice Treatment Account: $750,000  

• Opioid Abatement Settlement Account: 

2,000,000 

SFY 2025 project outcomes  
Households Served: 1,597 

Over 50% of individuals served have been identified 

as hard to reach and underserved populations.  

Partners 
Key partners include contracted providers, 

Behavioral Health Adminstrative Serivce 

Organizations (BH-ASOs), Washington Alliance for 

Quality Recovery Residences, and Oxford House 

Inc. 

For more information 
Contact: HCADBHRInformation@hca.wa.gov 

 

Brian Fullerton, SUD Housing voucher program 

manager 
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