Washington State
Health Care /tuthority

Passageways to Recovery

Employment and
Education (PREE)

Overview

The Washington State Legislature approprioated
funding for the Washington State Health Care
Authority (HCA) to establish a grant program for
providers of employment, education, training,
certification, and other supportive programs
designed to provide persons recovering from a
substance use disorder (SUD) with employment
and education opportunities.

The PREE program is designed to decrease barriers
to employment for individuals with SUD. Common
barriers include but are not limited to gaps in work
history, criminal convictions, court and/or
treatment requirements, unreliable transportation,
childcare needs, lack of education, and unstable
housing.

The program has dedicated barrier removal and
education funds to support individuals who are
reentering the workforce.

The PREE program follows the evidence-based
model of Individual Placement and Support (IPS).

IPS key principles:

e Zero exclusion

e Integrated employment and treatment
e Competitive jobs

e Rapid job search

e Follow along support

e Preferenceis honored

e Benefits planning

Eligibility requirements
e Verified SUD

¢ Individuals experiencing unemployment or
underemployment

Budget for SFY 26

e Opioid Abatement Settlement Account
$5,252,000

82-0630 (11/25)

Partners

e Consistent Care Supportive Services, LLC.
o Native American Reentry Services

e Peer Washington

e Yakima Neighboor Health Services

e Community-Minded Enterprises

Program outcomes SFY25

e New enrollments: 614 unique individuals

e Employment: 194 unique individuals

e Education starts: 339 unique individuals

o Employment or education outcomes: 88%

e Barrier removal/education funds provided: 952
encounters

e Percentage served historically underserved
population: 87%

For more information
Contact: HCADBHRInformation@hca.wa.gov

Dre Bean, PREE Program Manager
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