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Criminal Justice

Treatment Account
(CJTA)

Overview

The Washington State Health Care Authority (HCA)
Division of Behavioral Health and Recovery (DBHR),
through appropriations authorized under Revised
Code of Washington (RCW) 71.24.580 - Criminal
Justice Treatment Account (CJTA), allocates funds
to counties and behavioral health administrative
services organizations (BH-ASOs) to provide
substance use disorder (SUD) treatment and
recovery support services to individuals in the
criminal court system with pending criminal
charges or those who are enrolled in a Therapeutic
Court program.

Eligibility requirements

Funding through the CJTA is provided for
therapeutic court participants and individuals with
pending criminal court charges that present with
some level of SUD. Funding can also be used to
support currently incarcerated individuals. CJTA is
meant to be a “payer of last resort” program that is
to be used once all other insurance options have
been exhausted and for supports that are not
reimbursable by insurance.

Therapeutic court participants

Therapeutic courts, as defined under Chapter 2.30
of the RCW, provide individuals the opportunity to
obtain treatment services under a closely
monitored diversion program in lieu of the
traditional trial track of the criminal court system.
The Washington State Legislature has indicated
that therapeutic courts potentially decrease
recidivism, improve the safety of the community,
and improve the life of the program participant.

Individuals with pending criminal
charges

An individual may also receive CJTA-funded
services outside of a therapeutic court
environment. The county or region, through the
input of a local CJTA panel, can implement services

82-0484 (12/25)

under a local arrangement to treat legally involved
individuals that are not enrolled in a therapeutic
court program. These arrangements coordinate
treatment services for individuals who have had
charges filed by a county prosecutor and meet the
eligibility requirements indicated in RCW 71.24.580.

Budget for SFY 26 and SFY 27

$27,541,000 from the state treasury is appropriated
for the CJTA for state fiscal years 2026 and 2027. In
recent biennia, a specific carveout existed within
legislative allocations for the establishment or
enhancement of therapeutic courts - this carveout
has now been absorbed into the total allocation of
general/base CJTA funds. Additional funds were
added to the biennial CJTA allocation in the
amounts of $2 million for grants to provide access
to medications for opioid and alcohol use disorders
in jails and $3.5 million for short-term behavioral
health/recovery housing subsidy vouchers for the
biennium. These funds have been shifted from
other sources and will be distributed independently
from standard CJTA contracts.

Allowable expenses:

CJTA funding may be used to provide SUD
treatment, treatment supports
(childcare/transportation), and recovery support
services in the community or in a county or regional
jail.

Treatment services may include:

e Briefintervention

e Withdrawal management

e SUD assessments

e Qutpatient treatment services

e Medications for opioid use disorder

e Medications for alcohol use disorder

e (Case management

e Temporary services

e Community outreach

Additional recovery support services include:
e Employment services/job training

e Relapse prevention

e Family/marriage counseling or education
e Peer support services

e Housing support services

o Life skills training

e Spiritual and faith-based support
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e Transportation
e Childcare services
e Urinalysis supplies and testing

Program need

Effective July 2023, unlawful possession of a
controlled substance was classified as a gross
misdemeanor. Between July 2023 and June 2024,
the amount of charges filed in all court types across
the state for possession of a controlled substance,
both with and without accompanying offenses, saw
an increase of almost 500% from the first to the last
month of that fiscal year. In the same timeframe,
district courts across the state saw 1,872 charges
filed for unlawful possession of a controlled
substance without an accompanying offence and
1,859 charges with an accompanying offense.
Similarly, municipal courts saw 3,553 charges filed
without an accompanying offense and 2,910 with
an accompanying offense.

Partners
Statewide partnerships support this program. The
following are key partners :

e County contractors

e BH-ASOs

e Residential and outpatient treatment providers
to provide services under the county’s local
biennial CJTA plan

e Drug courts and other therapeutic courts, for
monitoring individuals receiving treatment
services

e Department of Social and Health Services
Research and Data Analysis for Drug Court data
collection, program monitoring, and evaluation

State strategic advisory panel
The State Criminal Justice Treatment Account
Panel serves in an advisory capacity for policy
recommendations and approving regional
spending plans each biennium and includes
representatives and/or coordination with the
following partner organizations:

e Washington State Association of Drug Court
Professionals

e Washington State Association of Counties

e Washington State Association of Sheriffs and
Police Chiefs
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e Washington State Department of Corrections

e Supreme Court Judges Association

e Association of Alcoholism and Addiction
Treatment Providers

e Washington Association of Prosecuring
Attorneys

Oversight

Internal

The Washington Health Care Authority contracts
with BH-ASOs and counties that subcontract with
providers. Each region provides oversight in
accordance with their contracts as the contract
managers. DBHR staff often provide technical
assistance to individual providers and counties.

For more information
Contact: HCADBHRInformation@hca.wa.gov

Rebecca Alderman, Criminal Justice Behavioral
Health Administrator

Zach Lynch, CJTA Manager

Criminal Justice Treatment Account (CJTA)
Page|2


mailto:HCADBHRInformation@hca.wa.gov

