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Apple Health and Homes 
Apple Health & Homes (AHAH) is a multi-agency 

effort that combines healthcare services with 

housing resources for some of the state’s most 

vulnerable residents. 

Overview 
On January 9, 2017, the Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services (CMS) approved Washington’s 

Section 1115 Medicaid waiver, known as the 
Medicaid Transformation Project (MTP). 

Foundational Community Supports (FCS) – the 

third initiative of Washington’s MTP – provides 

supportive housing and supported employment 
services to high-risk Medicaid recipients with 

complex physical and/or behavioral health needs. 

Program goals are to promote recovery through 

self-sufficiency and integration into the community 

and to reduce the need for high-cost intensive 
services by helping individuals find and maintain 

stable housing and competitive employment. 

ESHB 1866 (2022) established AHAH to align health 

care and housing for individuals with complex 
needs by combining the acquisition and 

development of permanent supportive housing 

(PSH) with community support services (CSS). The 

legislature identifies FCS Supportive Housing (SH) 
services as the mechanism for delivering CSS, also 

known as pre-tenancy and tenancy-sustaining 

services, which are reimbursable under 

Washington's 1115 waiver. AHAH is a collaborative 
partnership between the Health Care Authority 

(HCA), the Department of Commerce (COM), and 

Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) to 

house eligible individuals experiencing 
homelessness and provide CSS to help them obtain 

and keep stable housing that aligns with their 

preferences and recovery goals. 

Eligibility requirements 
To be eligible for AHAH, an individual must be:  

• 18 years or older, 

• Enrolled in Medicaid and eligible for FCS 

and be experiencing one of the following risk 

factors: 

• Chronic homelessness  

• Dependence on costly institutional care 

• Dependence on restrictive adult residential 

care/treatment settings 

The program also allows for individuals who are 

likely eligible but not yet enrolled in Medicaid, but 
otherwise eligible to receive FCS Supportive 

Housing services, to enroll in the housing benefit. 

The legislation identifies the role of the 

“coordinating entity” that determines eligibility 

and authorizes enrollment, and also coordinates 
with a network of providers for the placement of 

elgible individuals into the housing of their 

choosing. HCA identified Wellpoint, the Third-Party 

Administrator of the FCS program, as the 

coordinating entity for AHAH. 

Budget for SFY26 
FCS is funded through the 1115 Medicaid 

Transformation Project, renewed for a new 5-year 

period as MTP 2.0, on July 1, 2023. For SFY26, 

$21,919,000 of the FCS Medicaid budget was 
appropriated for Supportive Housing services and 

administrative costs for services provided to AHAH 

housing benefit recipients. 
 

SFY26 

GF-Federal  $15,104,000  

GF-Local  $6,815,000  

Total  $21,919,000 

Because these are Medicaid funds, these dollars 

pay for services to individuals receiving the AHAH 

housing benefit while enrolled in FCS SH. 

Supportive housing services 
AHAH recipients who are enrolled in FCS SH will be 

authorized to receive pre-tenancy and tenancy 

sustaining support services. These services are 
designed to help individuals with signficant barriers 

find and maintain stable, independent housing. 

These innovative services are demonstrating the 

positive health effects that safe and secure housing 
can provide for people in need. The goal is to match 

people to independent housing that meets their 

needs and provide them with services to keep long-

term housing.  The services themselves do not pay 

rent. 

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1866-S.SL.pdf?q=20250930090428
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Housing vouchers 
The Department of Commerce (COM) is a partner in 

AHAH and has the role of dispersing rental 

assistance, in the form of vouchers, on behalf of 
eligible enrollees. AHAH is designed to allocate two 

types of vouchers: tenant-based rent assistance 

(TBRA), which allows an individual to find 

independent housing of their choice, and project-
based rent assistance (PBRA) vouchers which pay 

for rent in PSH units funded by the AHAH Capital 

program. This program funds the creation of new 

PSH units to house the individuals eligible for the 

AHAH housing benefit. 

Provider resources 
HCA and COM have designed a robust portfolio of 

training, technical assistance, and capacity grants 

to support the implementation of AHAH. This 

includes the development of webinars and training 
such as the Washington Supportive Housing 

Institute and Medicaid Academies led by HCA in 

partnership with Corporation for Supportive 

Housing (CSH). Capacity and pre-development 
grants have been distributed to providers to 

support the development of new housing units, as 

well as increase the number of FCS providers in 

Washington. 

Launch and Status 
In SFY 2026, there will be a Housing and Essential 

Needs (HEN) focused TBRA drawing of 59 vouchers. 

Eligibility for these vouchers mandates recipient 

enrollment in both FCS Supportive Housing and 

Supported Employment services. Requirements 

also include being eligible for HEN and at-risk of 

losing their income.  

In addition, 267 PBRA vouchers are projected to be 

released for the SFY 2025-26 biennium. Of these, 

there are 188 vouchers slotted to 14 AHAH capital 

projects that indicated interest in their initial 
Washington State Housing Trust Fund AHAH 

application. The remaining 79 vouchers are for the 

AHAH capital projects that did not initially indicate 

interest and will be awarded through a Notice of 

Funding Opportunity in fall of 2025. 

Partners 
AHAH program partners aim to address systemic 

barriers in access to housing resources for the 

state’s most vulnerable populations who are 

homeless, exiting institutional settings, and are 

historically marginalized. 

HCA, COM, DSHS, and Wellpoint meet regularly to 

collaborate, review the project management plan 

for each of the AHAH implementation milestones, 
develop administrative functions, including 

establishing assessments, prioritization tools, data 

collection protocols, and performance metrics. 

For more information 
Contact: HCADBHRInformation@hca.wa.gov 
 

Anessa Williams  

Housing Subsidies Program Administrator 

 

 

mailto:HCADBHRInformation@hca.wa.gov

