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Welcome to Zoom!
We’re recording this webinar and muted all attendees.

There will be time at the end for Q&A. 
Submit comments through 
the “Chat” function.

To verbally share your 
comments, raise your hand 
using the “Raise Hand” function (under “Reactions”).  

View the slide deck and webinar recording on our Cascade Care page.
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https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/cascade-care/what-were-working


Today’s presenters
Mich’l Needham, Health Care Authority (HCA) chief policy officer

Annette Schuffenhauer, HCA chief legal officer 

Moderator: Rachelle Alongi, HCA policy communications 
manager

We’d love to meet you! Using chat, please give us your:
Name

Name of organization



Agenda
Cascade Select background

New legislative changes 

Next steps for rulemaking

Q&A session – we want to hear from you! 

Contact information 
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Cascade Care background
The Washington State Legislature passed Senate Bill 5526 in 2019 
to increase availability of quality, affordable health coverage in the 
individual market.

Cascade Care provides standardized plans:
Lower deductibles, transparent cost-sharing, and more services provided before the 
deductible.

The goal of Cascade Select plans are to make health care premiums more 
affordable.

Senate Bill 5377 passed in 2021 and provides additional 
requirements, including guidance for provider participation.
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http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2019-20/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5526-S.SL.pdf
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5377-S2.SL.pdf?q=20210615170717


Cascade Select
Cascade Care became available on Washington Healthplanfinder
on January 1, 2021.
HCA contracted with five public option carriers for plan years 
2021–2022.

For plan year 2022, plans are projected to be available in 25 of 39 
counties (up from 19 in plan year 2021).

Development of the 2023 Cascade Select procurement is in 
progress.
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https://www.wahealthplanfinder.org/us/en/get-coverage/i-want-to/new-2021-health-plans-including-cascade-care.html


Cascade Care legislation changes
Senate Bill 5377, Section 5, provides additional requirements to 
ensure statewide availability:

If a public option plan is not available in each county in the state during 
plan year 2022 or later, the following requirements apply for all 
subsequent plan years:

Upon an offer from a public option plan, a hospital licensed under chapter 70.41 
RCW that receives payment for services provided to enrollees in the public 
employees' benefits program or school employees' benefits program, or through a 
medical assistance program under chapter 74.09 RCW, must contract with at least 
one public option plan to provide in-network services to enrollees of that plan. 

The authority may adopt program rules, in consultation with the office of 
the insurance commissioner, to ensure compliance with this section, 
including levying fines and taking other contract actions it deems 
necessary to enforce compliance with this section.
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http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5377-S2.SL.pdf?q=20210611093357


Next steps for rulemaking
2023 Cascade Select procurement

Development and planning efforts underway
Procurement release: February 2022

Rulemaking for provider participation
Gather stakeholder input for staff rule drafting sessions 
Stakeholders may request and comment on early draft of rule, once it’s ready
HCA reviews comments on draft rule
File a CR-102, which includes the proposed rules and hearing date
Public hearing and opportunity for public comment
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Question #1
What should HCA take into consideration when developing rules to 
enforce the requirement that each applicable hospital must contract 
with at least one Cascade Select plan?



Question #2
What do you think are the key barriers for a hospital contracting 
with a Cascade Select plan? Or vice-versa? How could HCA’s 
rulemaking resolve this concern? 



Question #3
What should HCA consider when creating rules to ensure 
compliance with Section 5 of Senate Bill 5377 (RCW 41.05.405(4)), 
such as levying fines or taking contract actions?



Question #4
Should HCA create an appeals process to allow a hospital to appeal 
a fine or sanction relating to the failure to contract with at least one 
Cascade Select plan? Should HCA allow for a full adjudicative 
proceeding under Chapter 34.05 RCW? 



For more information
Visit 

HCA’s Cascade Care page
Washington Healthplanfinder’s Cascade Care page

Email HCACascadeCare@hca.wa.gov
Contact Melinda.Froud@hca.wa.gov to receive an early copy of 
the rules or notices about the hearing date
Sign up for rulemaking GovDelivery notices
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https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/cascade-care
https://www.wahealthplanfinder.org/us/en/get-coverage/i-want-to/new-2021-health-plans-including-cascade-care.html
mailto:hcacascadecare@hca.wa.gov
mailto:melinda.froud@hca.wa.gov
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAHCA/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAHCA_513
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