Washington State

Health Care Authority

Behavioral Health

Tuesday, January 13th, 2025

) ) ) Agenda 9:30am -
Advisory Council Meeting 12:00pm
Attendees:

[XI Teesha Kirschbaum (DBHR) X Robert Hopkins [XI Nathan Lusk (DBHR)

[C] Teresa Claycamp (DBHR) [] Michelle Tinkler [X] Janet Cornel (DBHR)

[XI Leah Coberly (DBHR) XI David Musser [XI samantha Mellendorf (DBHR)

[] Richelle Madigan Xl Tawn Smith McQueen X]  Kimberly Wright (DBHR)

IZI Tessa Clements Iz Paulina Zyskowski IZI Tori McDermott-Hale (DBHR)

|:| Yavonnie Griggs-Brown |X| Kailey Lawless D

[] Katie Mirkovich DX victor De Los Santos [] DawnEk

[XI Nelson Rason XI Derrick Kretschmer [] Karie Nicholas

XI Kara Allen X siyuLu [] Kacey Bellamy

] shundraKing DX Angie Williams [C] Brian Rebar

X] Megyn Ross (] Ruby Elsherif [] Natasha Williams

X Angela Cruz Boldt ] ] Chris Tippett

] Kristie Lund O [] Marcella Taylor

X] Jazmaine Wong ] [] Jackie McHone

] Kiki Serantes O [] CeceByrd

X Moira O Crotty ] [] christina Vickers

X] Jessica Rychtarik ] [] Meghan Hopkins

[] virtual Meeting Link/login info: | [] ] carolyn Cox

L] L] L]
# Agenda Items Time Lead Decisions and Summary of Meeting
1 Welcome & Call to Order 9:30 am Tessa Kara Allen Motions to approve November meeting minutes

e Attendance Clements David Musser seconds
e Approve November November Minutes approved unanimously
minutes
2. Council Member Announcements = 9:40am All No Announcements
3. Subcommittee Updates: 9:45am BHAC Peer Review Committee
Council

e Peer Review

e Membership

e Recommendations and
Priorities

e Communication and
Outreach

Meeting Agenda Template - Last Updated: 04/18/24

¢ Peer Review Subcommittee completed the 2025 Peer
Review 12/1/2025
*Presented at today’s meeting 1/13/2026

Membership committee-

*Membership Committee met 1/6/2026

e The committee selected a candidate for the currently
vacant BH-ASO provider seat and has been sent to the
council for a virtual vote.
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4. North Central BHAB Presentation = 9:50 am

5. Short Break

6. 2025 Peer Review Report 10:35am

7. Short Break 10:50am

8. 2025 Block Grant Progress Report = 11:00am
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Brian Rebar

All

Paulina
Zyskowski

ALL

Janet
Cornell,

Tori
McDermott-
Hale, Sam
Mellendorf

* The membership committee is also exploring recruitment
to increase geographic diversity on the council.

Recommendations and Priorities

e Recommendations and Priorities Subcommittee met
1/7/2026

¢ The committee met with HCA staff to discuss data
limitations around conducting a survey to help inform the
council’s recommendations

* The committee is moving forward with identifying data that
is already being collected and drafting questions that can be
gathered at listening sessions with the community.

Communication and Outreach

¢ Have completed both a presentation and one pager ready
to share with communities.

* Plan to meet in the coming month to identify communities,
boards, organizations and workgroups BHAC can outreach to.

See Presentation: 1.13.2026 North Central BHAB
Presentation.

Discussion:
Discussed further collaboration with connecting BHAC to
regional BHABs. Possibly inviting chairs and vice chairs of

each BHAB and BHAC to meet and hold a round table to
inform future Block Grant recommendations.

See 2025 Block Grant Peer Review and Executive Summary

No Discussion

See BHAC Block Grant Priorities Progress Report SYF2025:
Discussion:

David Musser (member): What do you attribute to the low
penetration rate of MOUD treatment. Was Medicaid a
barrier or something else?

Sam Mellendorf (DBHR): What we saw is that penetration
rate was increasing alongside the need for treatment so that

is what kept the percentage the same.

Angela Cruz Boldt (member): Would we be able to get more
information about MAUD- Medicated Alcohol Use Disorder? |
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have not heard of that treatment and would like to learn
more to recommend it to others.

Kimberely Wright (DBHR): MAUD treatment does exist along
side MOUD. No one on my team is an expert but we would
be happy to connect BHAC with one of our experts at HCA.

9. Directors Dialogue 11:30am  Teesha HCA Updates:
Kirschbaum e Medicaid director Charissa Fotinos departed from
the agency last fall.
e  Trinity Wilson is serving as HCA’s interim Medicaid
Director as we look to fill the position.

Rural Health transformation Program:

e  Washington was awarded 181 million for year one
of the program. These funds will support hospitals,
clinics and providers in rural areas.

e  Rural Health Transformation Program | Washington
State Health Care Authority

Washington State Legislative Session:
e The new session began Monday 1/12/2026 and is
60 days ending around 3/12/2026.

DBHR is currently reviewing 45 bills and watching 47 more.
Some of them include:

e SB 5992 - Youth development fund

e HB 2331 - Pediatric care rates

e HB 2254 - Partnership access line

e SB5957/HB 2185 - Homeless youth committee

e SB 5940 - Foster care housing pilot

e SB 5935 - Office of homeless youth

Artificial Intelligence:

The Council asked what HCA’s policy is on Artificial
Intelligence. HCA does not and does not have plans to
incorporate Al in our work. We do have an Al committee
exploring its potential uses, risks, and potential harms. Some
of our contracted Managed Care Organizations have
reported using data analysis methods, such as machine
learning, that are categorized as a form of Al, but that do not
involve generative Al (e.g. not large language models such as
ChatGPT).

10.  Next steps, review action items 11:45 pm Tessa See Action ltems
Clements
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11. Adjourn 12:00pm All

Action Items/Decisions

Action Item Assigned Date Date Status
To: Assigned: Due:
Draft a working document of Block Recommendations |  7/9/24 ongoing | Draft a working document of
Grant Recommendations from BHAC and Priorities Block Grant Recommendations
meeting Presentations Subcommittee from BHAC meeting

Presentations

Find a presentation on Alcohol Use Executive 1/13/2026 Completed. Presenting at
Disorder Treatment for the next Committee 3/10/2026 meeting
meeting
Communication and Outreach Communication 1/13/2026 Ongoing- Communication and
committee to take on further and Outreach outreach committee exploring
collaboration with regional BHABs. Committee future collaboration.
Have members attend future BHAB
meetings
Membership committee exploring Membership 1/13/2026 Recruitment email went out
further recruitment for geographic Committee 2/27/2026 to recruit from
regions. underrepresented areas.
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