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Behavioral Health 
Advisory Council Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, November 12th, 
2025 

 9:30am – 
12:00pm 

 
Attendees: 

 Teesha Kirschbaum (DBHR)  Robert Hopkins  Carolyn Cox 

 Teresa Claycamp (DBHR)  Michelle Tinkler  Trevina Broussard 

 Leah Coberly (DBHR)  Christal Eshelman  DeElaina Moore 

 Richelle Madigan  David Musser   Natalie Miller 

 Vanessa Lewis  Thomas Jackson  Jason Bean Mortinson 

 Yavonnie Griggs-Brown  Paulina Zyskowski  Evan Klen (HCA) 

 Katie Mirkovich   Kailey Lawless  Christena Coutsoubos 

 Nelson Rason  Victor De Los Santos  Meghan Hopkins 

 Tessa Clements  Derrick Kretschmer  Kacey Bellamy 

 Shundra King  Siyu Lu  Abe Gardner 

 Megyn Ross  Angie Williams  Kevin Shutty 

 Paulette Brooks  Kara Allen   

 Kristie Lund  Angela Cruz Boldt   

 Jazmaine Wong  Ruby Elsherif   

 Kiki Serantes  Tawn Smith- McQueen   

 Moira O Crotty  Nathan Lusk (DBHR)   

 Jessica Rychtarik  Janet Cornel (DBHR)   

 Virtual Meeting Link/login info:  Sam Mellendorf (DBHR)   

   Kimberly Wright (DBHR)   

  

  

 

# Agenda Items  Time Lead Decisions and Summary of Meeting 

1.  Welcome & Call to Order  

• Attendance  

• Approve September 
minutes  

9:30 am Richelle 
Madigan 
and Vanessa 
Lewis 

Michelle Tinker motions to approved September Minutes 
Tawn Smith McQueen- Seconded 
September Minutes approved unanimously  

2.  Introduce New BHAC Members 
 
Council Member Announcements 
 

9:45am All Introduced New BHAC Members 

• Kara Allen 

• Angela Cruz Boldt 

• Ruby Elsherif 

• Tawn Smith-McQueen 
 
Announcements: 

 
Kristie Lund (member)- Washington State Community 
Connecters recently updated their SUD curriculum so that it 
is more user friendly and all online. Having two-hour 



 

Meeting Agenda Template - Last Updated: 04/18/24 Page 2 of 6 

segments has brought a lot more folks into the trainings. If 
you are someone you know would like to register for a 
training, please reach out. Our website is WSCCsupport.org 
 
Katie Mirkovich (member)-Expected December 8th DVR 
(Division of Vocational Rehabilitation) will be closing 
categories one and two which will implement a waiting list 
for all categories. One through 5 will be closed. DVR 
implements waiting list when DVR doesn't have enough 
resource to serve all eligible clients. There is a community 
partner public meeting held through the Washington State 
Rehab Council that's happening November 13th tomorrow at 
10:30 and that is available on the Washington State Rehab 
Council website. 
 
Carolyn Cox- (guest)-Spark will be hosting a career 
exploration class starting in January, for those interested in 
becoming certified peer support specialists. It’s a four-week 
class, two days a week, 1.5 hours each day. Orientation will 
be 1/7/2025. Carolyn Cox- Executive Director SPARK Peer 
Learning Center, Please contact me for information on our 
"Certified Peer Support Specialist" Exploration Class or if you 
want information about SPARK, our Website is 
sparkpeerlearningcenter.org. 
 
Jessica Rytarik (member)-Dept of Commerce Apple Health 
and Homes update: AHAH PBRA (project based rental 
assistance) NOFA (Notice of Funding Announcement) is 
finished, and awards have been made. There are 4 capital 
projects that are currently leasing up with our RAP (rental 
assistance program) We are in the process of interviews for 
our new Managing Director and should have a new one by 
January 1 at the latest!  
 
 
 

3.  Subcommittee Updates: 

• Peer Review 

• Membership 

• Recommendations and 
Priorities 

• Communication and 
Outreach 

10:55am BHAC 
Council 

Peer Review Committee- Christal Eshelman 
• Peer Review Subcommittee met 9/22/2025. 
• completed tables and currently drafting 

executive summary 
• Our next meeting is scheduled for 11/17/2025 

 
Membership committee- Katie Mirkovich 

• Membership Committee met 10/7/2025 

• The Committee put forward 4 candidates as new 
members the council approved on 10/23/2025 and 
announced today. 

• Our next meeting is 1/6/2025. 
 
Recommendations and Priorities- Jessica Rychtarik 
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• Recommendations and Priorities Subcommittee 
met 9/23/2025 and 10/23/2025. 

• Our next meeting is 11/17/2025 and plan to 
meet monthly until 12/2025 

• Members have completed a draft survey, 
behavioral health survey for individuals and 
organizations and is currently under internal 
review.  

  
Communication and Outreach- Kailey Lawless 

• Communications and Outreach Subcommittee 
met 9/17/2025. 

• Our next meeting is 11/19/23 and we plan to 
meet monthly until 12/2025 

• Members are finalizing a PowerPoint and one 
pager BHAC will hopefully be able to share after 
the next committee meeting. 

 

4.  Agency Updates 
Medicaid impact to Behavioral 
Health in Washington State and 
Rural Health Transformation 

10:00am Evan Klein See HCA_BHAC 11.12.2025 
 
Discussion:  
 
Victor De Los Santos (member)- Will the new nork 
requirements for Medicaid effect people who are fully 
disabled? 
 
Evan Klein (HCA)- It should not. Individuals who are eligible 
for classic Medicaid the age line disabled program are 
unimpacted by community engagement requirements. 
 
It should not. Individuals who are eligible for classic Medicaid 
the age line disabled program are unimpacted by community 
engagement requirements. 
 
It should not. Individuals who are eligible for classic Medicaid 
the age line disabled program are unimpacted by community 
engagement requirements. 
 
Victor De Los Santos ( Member)- Is there any discussion 
around non-citizen populations going without healthcare for 
fear of being targeted by immigration services?  
 
Evan Klein (HCA)- This is something we have heard from 
community groups and puts individuals in a very difficult 
position. We have seen some individuals disenrolling and not 
renewing their coverage but also see others continue to seek 
out Medicaid since it is there only access the healthcare.  
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5.  Thurston-Mason Behavioral 
Health Advisory Board 

10:30am Thurston-
Mason 
BHAB 

See TMBH-ASO BHAC Presentation 11/12/2025 
 
Discussion:  
 
Victor De Los Santos (guest)- Are you seeing any noticeable 
trends in addiction or mental health in your region?  
 
Kevin Sutty (guest)- We continue to see difficulties with 
mental health and fentanyl use. Methamphetamines  are also 
significant in our communities.  
 
Victor De Los Dantos (member)- Is there any particular 
population you are giving particular focus to in providing 
services.  
 
Kevin Sutty (guest)- Probably our more rural folks. 
We only have one incorporated city so it could be difficult to 
get services. A lot of homebound individuals as well isolated 
individuals so I would say more isolated individuals. 
 
Thurston Mason Board Member (guest)- Expressed concern 
about the recent loss of funding for the National Alliance for 
Mental Health (NAMI) in both Thurston and Mason County. 
We had three employees, 1 in Mason County and 2 in 
Thurston County and now have 0 employees and moved to 
entirely volunteer run. We were hoping to see grants 
available in 2026 but with current forecast see state and 
federal budget challenges.   

6.  Short Break 11:05am All  

7.  Block Grant Update 11:15am Janet Cornel 
and  
 Kimberly 
Wright 

See Block Grant Update November 2025 
 
Janet Cornell (DBHR)- Finishing up our Block Grant progress 
report due to SAMHSA 12/1/2025. We will share a copy with 
BHAC and plan to report outcomes on priorities at the 
1/2026 meeting.  
 
We have 42.7 million awarded to Washington State for our 
SUPTRS block grant and just under $25 million for our Mental 
Health Block Grant. For State Fiscal year 2026 starting 
7/1/2025 we only have 10% of funding for SUPTRS remaining 
to be put in contract and 8% remaining for Mental Health. 
 
Kimberly Wright (DBHR)- We are continuing to navigate 
extraordinary times with our federal block grants including 
the block grants. We received an abnormal level of revision 
requests, for our Block Grant application that was submitted 
in August, with very little turnaround time to resubmit those 
revisions. Some of these revision requests did involve work 
submitted for the Planning Council. We are not changing any 
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of our service delivery, just in how we talk about it to align 
with federal guidance and ensure we continue to receive 
available funding. 
 

8.   BHAC Officer Elections 
 

11:25am Membership 
Committee  

 The Membership Committee would like to put forward the 
following slate of nominations: 
 
SUD Co- Chair: 
Tessa Clements 
Kiki Serantes 
 
SUD Vice Co-chair:  
David Musser 
Kiki Serantes 
 
Member at Large: 
David Musser 
 
MH Vice Co-chair: 
No current nominations 
 
Election 

• Kiki Serantes withdrew her nomination for SUD Co-
chair and SUD vice co-chair and nominated herself 
for MH vice co-chair.  

• Kristie Lund nominated herself for SUD vice co-chair. 

• Angela Cruz Boldt nominated herself for Member at 
Large.  

 
May it Be Recorded in the Minutes that: 

• Tessa Clements has been elected SUD Co-Chair 
• David Musser has been elected SUD Vice Co-chair 
• Kiki Serantes has been elected MH Vice Co-chair 

• •Angela Boldt Cruz has been elected Member at 
Large 

9.  Next steps, review action items 11:55 pm Vanessa 
Lewis, 
Richelle 
Madigan 

Requests for January Meeting: 
Is there any work being done on the use of AI for Medicaid 
and other government services? 

10.  Adjourn 12:00pm All  

 

 

Action Items/Decisions 

# Action Item Assigned 

To: 

Date 

Assigned: 

Date 

Due: 

Status 



 

Meeting Agenda Template - Last Updated: 04/18/24 Page 6 of 6 

Draft a working document of Block 

Grant Recommendations from BHAC 

meeting Presentations 

Recommendations 

and Priorities 

Subcommittee  

7/9/24 ongoing Draft a working document of 

Block Grant Recommendations 

from BHAC meeting 

Presentations 

Hold Subcommittee meetings in 

September and October  

 

BHAC 9/9/2025 11/12/2025 See Subcommittee Updates.  

 

Appoint new BHAC members to the 

Council 

BHAC 9/9/2025 11/12/2025 Appointed 4 new members at the 

11/12/2025 meeting  

Hold officer elections at the November 

BHAC Meeting.  

BHAC 9/9/2025 11/12/2025 Held elections at 11/12/25 

meeting 

Possible discussion around workforce 

impacts due to Medicaid cuts. How HCA 

is informing the public on Medicaid 

cuts.  

BHAC 9/9/2025 11/12/2025 Presentation from Evan Klein at 

11/12/2025 meeting 

     

 


