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Behavioral Health 
Advisory Council Meeting Agenda 

Tuesday, May 13, 2025 

 9:30am – 
12:30pm 

 
Attendees: 

 Teesha Kirschbaum (DBHR)  Robert Hopkins  Nathan Lusk (DBHR) 

 Teresa Claycamp (DBHR)  Angie Williams  Janet Cornel (DBHR) 

 Leah Coberly (DBHR)  Michelle Tinkler  Tori McDermott Hale (DBHR) 

 Enos Mbajah (DBHR)  Ruth Leonard  Kimberly Wright (DBHR) 

 Richelle Madigan  Christal Eshelman  Scott Tankersley (DBHR) 

 Vanessa Lewis  Erika Rodriguez   Leah Nunez (HCA) 

 Yavonnie Griggs-Brown  David Musser   Daniel Highley (HCA) 

 Katie Mirkovich   Thomas Jackson  Wendy Skarra (HCA) 

 Nelson Rason  Paulina Zyskowski  Jason McGill (HCA) 

 Tessa Clements  Kailey Lawless  Martha Aby (HCA) 

 Shundra King  Suzanne Sailto  Jessica Mikesell (HCA) 

 Megyn Ross  Victor De Los Santos  Tanna Russell 

 Paulette Brooks  Lemon Byrd  Lori Fleming 

 Kristie Lund  Derrick Kretschmer   

 Jazmaine Wong  Siyu Lu   

 Kiki Serantes     

 Moira O Crotty     

 Jessica Rychtarik     

 Virtual Meeting Link/login info:     

 Virtual Meeting Link/login info: 

  

 

# Agenda Items  Time Lead Decisions and Summary of Meeting 

1.  Welcome & Call to Order  

• Attendance  

• Approve March 

minutes  

9:30 am Richelle Madigan 

and Vanessa Lewis 

 Approved March Minutes 

• Jessica Rychtarik motioned to approve minutes  

• David Musser Seconded 

• March Minutes approved unanimously  

2.  BHAC Secretary Elections 9:40 am Membership 

Committee- Erika 

Rodriguez 

 

No nominations were accepted prior to the May meeting. 

so, nominations were made from the floor: 

 

Jessica Rychtarik nominated herself for BHAC Secretary.  

 

Vote for Jessica Rychtarik:  

15 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstain 

 

May it be recorded in the minutes that: 

Jessica Rychtarik has been elected BHAC Secretary 

 



 

Meeting Agenda Template - Last Updated: 04/18/24 Page 2 of 5 

3.  Council Announcements  9:45 am All Tana Russell (guest): details in the meeting summary. 

https://www.evergreencpg.org/training/in-

person/summer-2025-quarterly-training/ 

 

https://youthhavethepower.org/ 

 

Nelson Rascon (member): Dad’s Move Father’s day event- 

will send flyer-  

The Steven Williams Memorial – Fathers United Weekend 

by Dads MOVE 

Lori Fleming (guest): Sharing a tool I have used in 

Jefferson County to do triage across our county's 

stakeholders around the behavioral health funding 

landscape:  

  

https://centerforcommunityinvestment.org/wp-

content/uploads/2025/01/Strategy-Triage-Tool-2025.pdf 

 

 

4.  Medicaid Network Adequacy 

Standards 

9:50 am Leah Nunez 

Jessica Mikesell 

Please See 2025 Community Partners Regional Forms 

Presentation pdf. 

 

Presentation on Medicaid Network Adequacy Standards 

for Behavioral Health 

 

Discussion: 

 

David Musser (member): Is this review of Behavioral 

Health Network Adequacy standards just for Medicaid? 

 

Leah Nunez (HCA): Correct we are looking at providers 

that are contracted through Medicaid.   

 

Richelle Madigan (member): You show that you have 

several methods of collecting quantitative data. Are you 

able to collect any qualitative data too?  

 

Leah Nunez (HCA): Are you able to provide an example?  

 

Richelle Madigan(member): I think our state hasn't 

historically done the greatest job of gathering, you know, 

balancing quantitative data with qualitative data and 

why that's important is because people who have 

negative life outcomes from services not meeting their 

needs often don't fill out anybody's survey. 

 

So, finding ways to gather qualitative data from people 

who end up in emergency departments or unhoused or 

in other negative life circumstances especially is a key 

https://www.evergreencpg.org/training/in-person/summer-2025-quarterly-training/
https://www.evergreencpg.org/training/in-person/summer-2025-quarterly-training/
https://youthhavethepower.org/
https://secure.givelively.org/event/dads-move/the-steven-williams-memorial-fathers-united-weekend
https://secure.givelively.org/event/dads-move/the-steven-williams-memorial-fathers-united-weekend
https://centerforcommunityinvestment.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Strategy-Triage-Tool-2025.pdf
https://centerforcommunityinvestment.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Strategy-Triage-Tool-2025.pdf


 

Meeting Agenda Template - Last Updated: 04/18/24 Page 3 of 5 

factor in figuring out where there are gaps and system 

needs are. 

 

Tana Russell (guest): Is Peer Services included in your 

provider numbers?  

 

Leah Nunez (HCA): They are not currently but will look 

into the possibility of adding that tracking going forward. 

 

Kiki Serantes (member): for the subpopulation of youth I 

don’t know if being 60 minutes away from a provider is 

adequate if they are unable to access a car.  

 

Jessica Mikesell (HCA): For our urban providers we also 

require 90 minutes for public transportation. 

 

Leah Nunez (HCA): That is something we will make a note 

of that transportation standards for adults might not be 

the same as for subgroups like youth.  

 

Richelle Madigan (member): Do you have a plan to gain 

feedback from specific regions and locations on what 

their specific needs are?  

 

Leah Nunez (HCA): We have the same presentation today 

set up with most regions in the state to get their 

feedback too.  

 

Megyn Ross (member): mentioned working with families 

of youth with intellectual delays that crisis services and 

hospitals are unwilling to serve. Is there any talk about 

standards broadening to include them? 

 

Leah Nunez (HCA): This is where we start to get into that 

sticky area of adequacy versus access. So, where this tool 

is limited is it doesn't give us resources for developing. 

Providers, for example, can work with people who have 

disabilities. That's a very common one that I've seen and 

that we hear when we go to these community forums is 

that adults and youth with disabilities or intellectual 

delays. 

 

Richelle Madigan (member): Mentioned that services 

being siloed by agency, such as DSHS, HCA, and DOH 

came be a barrier to accessing care and seeing the big 

picture.  
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5.  Short Break 11:25 am All  

6.  Block Grant Update 11:35 am Kimberely Wright See Block Grant Update May 2025 pdf 

 

Provided updates to the federal lawsuit around the ARPA 

Grants.  

• March 2025 Washington State received notice of 

the immediate termination of the ARPA Awards.  

• Washington joined a multi-state lawsuit against 

the termination of the awards and received a 

temporary restraining order allowing the state 

to continue to spenddown funds. 

• We are pleased to announce that we have been 

able to spenddown all the SABG ARPA award 

and are close to spending out the MHBG ARPA 

award.  

 

Discussion: 

 

Richelle Madigan(member): Are you able to provide 

updates on the state budget freeze around travel?  

 

Kimberly Wright (DBHR): Teresa will go over this 

more with her update, but the state travel freeze is 

still in effect and there are still some administrative 

cuts that will happen at the agency level.  

 

Teresa Claycamp (DBHR): Provided update on the 

passed state budget. There will be administrative 

cuts that will be decided at the senior leadership 

level of the agency. We are also continuing to look at 

ways to reduce our discretionary spending.  

 

7.  2025 State Legislative Recap 

 

 Scott Tankersley Provided an overview of the State Legislative Session 

including:  

 

Senate Bills: 5361, 5745, 5128, 5167 

 

House Bills: 1421, 1813, 1811, 1427, 1272 

8.  Directors Dialogue:  

• Budget Update 

11:45 am Teresa Claycamp,  

 

Reviewed further existing program reductions. 

Also, a 1% reduction in managed care rates for the 

Medicaid budget. 

 

Discussion:  

Yavi Griggs-Brown: shared about the current program 

she is working at the Office of Public Defense- SPAR. See 

Meeting summary.  
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9.  Next steps, review action 

items 

12:20 pm Richelle Madigan, 

Vanessa Lewis 
• Strategic Planner will present at the July 2025 

meeting. Plan to continue working around the 

Strategic plan and possibly hold breakout rooms 

at the July Meeting.  

• DBHR will present their response to BHAC Block 

Grant Recommendations. At the July 2025 

meeting.   

10.  Adjourn 12:30pm All  

 

 

Action Items/Decisions 

# Action Item Assigned 

To: 

Date 

Assigned: 

Date 

Due: 

Status 

Draft a working document of Block Grant 

Recommendations from BHAC meeting 

Presentations 

Nathan 

Lusk 

7/9/24 ongoing  

Continue work on strategic planning. 

Currently holding workshops in Western 

and Eastern Washington.  

 

BHAC 

Council 

5/13/2024 ongoing The contractor will present the 

strategic plan at the 7/8/2025 BHAC 

meeting.  

Plan to discuss strategies and 

workplans at the July meeting.  

   

DBHR will present the updated priorities of 

the Block Grant application at the July 

Meeting. 

 5/13/2025 7/8/2025  

 


