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Tuesday, March 11, 2025
9:30am -
3:00pm

Behavioral Health

Advisory Council Meeting Agenda

Teesha Kirschbaum (DBHR)

Attendees:
Robert Hopkins

XI Nathan Lusk (DBHR)

Teresa Claycamp (DBHR)

Michelle Tinkler

[X] Janet Cornel (DBHR)

Leah Coberly (DBHR) Ruth Leonard [] Tori McDermott Hale (DBHR)
Enos Mbajah (DBHR) Christal Eshelman <] Kimberly Wright (DBHR)
Richelle Madigan Erika Rodriguez D

Vanessa Lewis David Musser X] Emalie Huriaux
Yavonnie Griggs-Brown Thomas Jackson |Z Naomi Levine

Katie Mirkovich Paulina Zyskowski [X] Jesse Sharber

Nelson Rason Kailey Lawless X] Bob Beymer

Tessa Clements Suzanne Sailto [X] Biran Rebar

Shundra King Victor De Los Santos X] Dawn Ek

Megyn Ross Lemon Byrd X LauraVan Tosh
Paulette Brooks Derrick Kretschmer X Lori Fleming

Kristie Lund Siyu Lu [ Jolene Kron

Jazmaine Wong Angie Williams X] Tanna Russell

Sunny Mire

Kiki Serantes

X Stormy Howell

Moira O Crotty

X vanessa Mclaughlin

Jessica Rychtarik

X cChelsie Porter
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# Agendaltems Time Lead Decisions and Summary of Meeting
1. Welcome & Call to Order 9:30am Richelle Tessa Clements motions to approve January meeting minutes.
e Attendance Approve Madigan Nelson Rascon Seconded.
January minutes zzndyanessa January minutes passed unanimously.
ewIs
2. Council round table and 9:40 am BHAC Announcements:
announcements and Members

introduce new members
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Jessicia Rychtarik (member)- After 2.5 years of a multi-agency
extensive planning and preparation, the AHAH-RAP Pilot program
is in effect and will kick off beginning March 12, 2025.

Apple Health and Homes Rental Assistance Program (AHAH-RAP)
is designed to support FCS Supportive Housing (FCS-SH)
enrollees. The AHAH-RAP connects housing services with rental
assistance. Those FCS-SH enrollees who qualify will be entered
into a weighted drawing to receive rental assistance through the
Department of Commerce Office of AHAH.

Katie Mirkovich (member)- Effective March 17, 2025, DSHS’
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation is expected to enter a
waiting list as part of Order of Selection. This means categories 3,
4, and 5 will be closed and customers determined eligible in those
categories will be put on a waiting list for DVR services. While DVR
remains under Order of Selection, people determined eligible in
categories 1 and 2 will continue to receive a full range of services.

Richelle Madigan (member)- Washington State Community
Connectors is currently recruiting for board members. Recruiting
for parents and caregivers who have lived experience navigating
behavioral health challenges.

3. Icebreaker activity/ breakout  10:10am  All

rooms
4. BHAC Block Grant 10:30am  Richelle Please see 2025 BHAC Block Grant Recommendations
Recommendations Madigan

Discussion:

Richelle Madigan (member): Stated that she has been on the
council for a while and felt this process was far more collaborative
than in years past and there was a lot more robust feedback from
members making the council recommendations stronger and
more reflective of the whole council.

Teesha Kirchbaum (DBHR): Thanked the Council for their
recommendations and fulfilling one of their important duties of
submitting recommendations on the block grants to HCA.

Kim Wright (DBHR): Reviewed timeline of the Block Grant
Application. DBHR will provide a written response to the
recommendations most likely in July.

Richelle Madigan (member): Thanked Teesha and Kim for their
comments and appreciated how the council is at the beginning of
the process to allow for their recommendations.

Michelle Tinkler (member): Asked if there was a way to return
behavioral health services to under one umbrella instead of the
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5. Block Grant Update

6. Directors Dialogue:

Update on the state
budget and what is
happening at the
federal level.
Impacts federal and
state funding will
have on behavioral
health services in the
state

Federal impacts to
DEIB at the state
level.

10:05 am

11:00 am

Kim Wright

Teesha
Kirschbaum
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current system with MCOs and BH-ASOs, due to service
disconnect and clients getting bounced around the systems.

Teesha Kirshbaum (DBHR): noticed that was one of the first
recommendations the council lists in their summary so will look
into that with DBHR’s response.

Kim Wright: Noticed the recommendations are by priority number
and not spelled out so will make sure BHAC Coordinator sends
out the Block Grant Progress Report that was shared in January
members can use as a reference.

Please see Block Grant Update March 2025

Discussion: No Discussion

State Budget:

e This legislative session the State is looking at a budget
deficit instead of a budget surplus.

e The Office of Financial Management (OFM) asked each
agency to conduct an exercise of reductions to hit
requested targets. This was published last week. This
was an exercise, and nothing will go into effect or be
decided until a budget is passed and signed by the
governor.

List of Office of Financial Management-Recommendation
Summary Report for Agency Reductions shared in the Meeting
Summary.

Actions at the Federal Level:

e There have been lots of executive orders happening at
the federal level sometimes on a daily basis.

e Every time an executive order comes out, we have to
determine what those orders affect, how they affect
services, what is legal and what is not legal, if it affects
Medicaid or another federal grant.

e Alot of the executive orders have been paused by the
courts and have not affected our day-to-day operations.

e Washington State has been a leader in protecting federal
funding and we have been grateful for the support DBHR
has received from our state Attorney General.

Discussion:

Richelle Madigan (member): There have been a lot of intense
concerns around Diversity, Equity and Inclusion. There are
questions on if we should remove that language from our
websites, ect. Are you able to speak to that? Where does
Washington stand?
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7. Public Comment 11:25am
8. Lunch and Networking 11:35am
9. Salish BH-ASO Behavioral 1:00 pm

Health Advisory Board

All

All

Jolene Kron
Stormy
Howell,
Laurie
Fleming,
Naomi
Levine
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Teesha Kirschbaum: The Governor and Attorney General have
been very vocal that Washington State continues to be open and
affirming and that we welcome and support all people. Our
practices have not changed and continue promoting equity.
Things may be different for an organization at the federal level
and may need to be strategic applying for federal grants.

Victor De Los Santos (member): Recommended people connect
with the Social Justice Fund to help people meet their urgent
needs.

Laura Van Tosh (guest): Encouraged BHAC attendees to attend
and provide public comment for the upcoming Joint Legislative
and Executive Committee - Behavioral Health

JLEC BH next meeting is Monday, April 21, 2025

10a.m.-12 Noon

Please see Salish BHAB Presentation
Discussion:

Tana Russell (guest): Do you happen to know with current state
legislation when the new ASAM 4 model will be adopted?

Jolene Kron (Salish BH-ASO): Anticipate January 2028 if
legislation does not pass. Originally anticipated January 2026.

Tana Russell(guest): Requested an ASAM SUD criteria assessment
guide- one was sent out in the Meeting Summary.

Victor De Los Santos (member)- expressed difficulty getting
individuals he works with into detox due to insurance denying
treatment and wondered if the new assessments would change
that?

Jolene Kron (Salish BH-ASO): The information that is being shared
regarding the ASAM 4 is that there will be a little more flexibility
due to the reality that residential facilities are serving many
individuals going through some type of withdrawal.

Stormy Howell (Salish BHAB): Encouraged members who might

be seeing this to reach out to their local BH-ASO’s for additional
support and information.
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10. Overdose Education and 1:30 pm Chelsie See Overdose Education and Naloxone Distribution (OEND)
Naloxone Distribution Porter Presentation
Washington State
Department of Health Discussion:

Victor De Los Santos (member): Asked if there are any resources
for parent education or push back from parents regarding
providing overdose education in schools?

Chelsie Porter (DOH): There are lots of resources for parents and
caregivers. Community reception of naloxone like with any issue
varies and have the full spectrum of parents who recognize the
value of this resource and parents who have lots of questions on
what impact carrying naloxone would have on their kids.

Richelle Madigan (member): Shared that in her rural community
she has seen pushbacks to naloxone vending machines going up
at the library. “Anything we can do to get the information out
there to destigmatize the use of Narcan the better.” Shared the
work her organization Washington Community Connectors is
doing in this space with SUD Family Navigator training and other
training courses they offer.

Additional information and resources are shared in the meeting
summary regarding resources around naloxone, information for
parents and distribution in schools.

11. Short Break 2:00pm All

12. State v Blake Presentation- 2:10 pm Deborah See LwC_Rights under State v. Blake_March 2025 pdf
Living With Conviction Espinosa,
Sophia
Thomas,
Lisa Giap

Discussion:

Richelle Madigan (member): If someone has multiple charges
including simple possession. Would they still be eligible to vacate
the possession charge?

Deborah Espinosa: yes, the simple drug possession count where
you have multiple counts with other types of non- vacate able
offenses, it can be vacated.

Richelle Madigan (member): Are there resources to help people
navigate getting refunds for these?

Sophia Thomas- Yes, we can support and walk people through

their charges, convictions and what relief they may be eligible for
under the Blake decision.
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13. Next steps, review action 2:45 pm Richelle See Action Items Below
items Madigan,
Vanessa Legislative Recap for the May Directors Dialogue
Lewis
14. Adjourn 3:00 pm All

Action Items/Decisions

Action Item Assigned Date Date Status
To: Assigned: Due:
Draft a working document of Block Grant Nathan 7/9/24 ongoing
Recommendations from BHAC meeting Lusk

Presentations

Continue work on strategic planning. BHAC 5/14/2024  ongoing  Premeeting survey sent 4/8/2025.
Currently drafting meeting agenda, Council Western Washington meeting set for
strategies and questionnaire. 5/7/2025 in Olympia

Eastern Washington meeting set for
5/22/2025 in Moses Lake

Hold BHAC Onboarding for new and New 3/11/2025 | 4/30/2025 | Onboarding Trainings held 4/8/2025
existing members Members and 4/10/2025

Hold election for new secretary position on BHAC 3/11/2025 5/13/2025 Request for nominations sent
the executive committee Council 4/9/2025. Elections to be help at
5/13/2025 meeting
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