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The Sequential Intercept Model

Developed by Mark R. Munetz, MD, and Patricia A. Griffin,
PhD, in conjunction with the GAINS Center, the Sequential
Intercept Model provides a conceptual framework for
communities to organize targeted strategies for justice-
involved individuals with behavioral health disorders.
Within the criminal justice system there are numerous
intercept points — opportunities for linkage to services
and for prevention of further penetration into the criminal
justice system.

The Sequential Intercept Model has been used as
a focal point for states and communities to assess
available resources, determine gaps in services, and
plan for community change. These activities are best
accomplished by a team of stakeholders that cross over
multiple systems, including mental health, substance
abuse, law enforcement, pre-trial services, courts, jails,
community corrections, housing, health, social services,
peers, family members, and many others.
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