Washington State
Health Care Authority

Opioid Settlements

Background

Washington State has participated in opioid related
litigation involving more than 20 different opioid
distributors, opioid manufacturers, pharmacies,
and marketing companies since 2019. The term
“opioid settlements” generally refers to where
Washington state, Tribes, cities, and counties will
receive payments to support prevention,
treatment, recovery, and harm reduction efforts
with the aim of mitigating the harms caused by the
opioid crisis.

Settlement dollars are provided under agreements
between the state and the settling entities, with a
mix of legal, statutory, and regulatory
requirements. Funding is distributed locally under
an agreed formula.

Each settlement is unique in its payment structure.
Some settlements pay a sum all at once, and some
are spread out over many years. Washington state
will be receiving payments from opioid settlements
until at least 2042, or 17 years. These funds are
deposited in the Opioid Abatement Settlement
Account (OASA) eastablished in RCW 43.79.483.

Settlements are typically split 50/50 between the
state and local governments. Following a formal
consultation process in which the Tribes requested
20% of all opioid settlment funds be distributed to
29 Tribes and two Urban Indian Health Care
programs in Washington state, the Legislature
passed SSB 6099 (2024). This legislation requires
20% of the state’s share of OASA funds be
transferred to the Tribal Opioid Prevention and
Treatment Account established in RCW 43.79.484.

HCA serves as the account administrator for the
Tribal Opioid Prevention and Treatment Account.
The Attorney General’s Office serves as the
administrator for the OASA.

The settlement agreements, OASA statutes, and the
Tribal Opioid Prevention and Treatment Account
require that the opioid settlement funds be used to
mitigate the harm caused by opioids. Exhibit E of
the distributor’s settlement contains a list of
approved strategies and uses for the funds. This
exhibit contains a broad array of uses that are
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similar to many of the strategies contained in the
State Opioid and Overdose Response Plan (SOORP)
and is not meant to be exhaustive. All the large,
multi-state opioid settlements that Washington
state had joined include a similar exhibit with an
identical set of strategies that broadly limit the use
of funds.

One Washington Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU)

The use of opioid settlement funds among local
governments is outlined in the One Washington
MOU between Washington municipalities. This is
the agreement that details how the funds will be
split among certain cities and counties. Similar
approved strategies and uses from Exhibit E are
outlined in Exhibit A of this MOU.

Process for OASA funds

OASA funds and Tribal Opioid Prevention and
Treatment Account funds are appropriated by the
Legislature.

The SOORP was identified as the collaborative
framework by which HCA and Washington State
Department of Health (DOH) would bring together
state agencies, Tribes, and other stakeholders to
discuss and develop recommendations on the use
of opioid settlement funds.

This recommendation process for the use of OASA
funds exists outside of agency decision packages
and is a collaborative process involving multiple
state agencies. Each year, the Executive Sponsors
of the SOORP work with the Governor’s Office and
the Office of Financial Management to establish a
process for developing recommendations. This
process includes discussion among the SOORP
Steering Committee and the work groups
associated with SOORP.

These recommendations are reviewed and finalized
by the Executive Sponsors and then submitted to
the Governor’s Office to be considered for inclusion
in the Governor’s proposed budget. From there, the
Legislature is engaged through established
legislative affairs protocols as the budget
progresses through the legislative process.
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.79.483
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.79.484
https://agportal-s3bucket.s3.amazonaws.com/DistributorsSettlement/Approved%20Uses.pdf
https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/One-Washington-Memorandum-of-Understanding-between-the-Washington-Municipalities.pdf
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2025-2027 Biennial budget For more information

OASA funds are not allocated to a specific fiscal Contact: HCADBHRInformation@hca.wa.gov
year and may be used throughout the entire

biennium. Kris Shera, State opioid administrator

2025-2027 Total Budget - $133,716,700

Appropriations by agency

HCA $79,584,146
Tribal Account $16,814,000
DOH $17,449,000
Corrections $9,435,000
AOC $940,000
L&l $250,000
DCYF $4,540,000
OFM $1,486,000
Authority
e Settlement Agreements - Multi-state
agreements
e RCW 43.79.483 - Opioid abatement settlement
account

e RCW 43.79.484 - Tribal opioid prevention and
treatment account
e RCW 43.70.770 - State opioid response plan

Partners

e Washington Attorney General’s Office

e DOH

e Department of Corrections

e Department of Children, Youth, and Families

e Department of Social and Human Services

e Department of Commerce

e Administrative Office of the Courts

e 29 Federally recognized Tribes

e 2 Urban Indian Health Programs

o Cities and counties that receive opioid
settlement funds

Oversight
Oversight and monitoring of opioid settlement
funds is coordinated by HCA.

HCA is the lead agency that is responsible for opioid
settlements.
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