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Important considerations

The information presented today is preliminary and subject to 
change. 

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) plans to 
issue final House Resolution One (H.R.1)* guidance in June 
2026.

HCA is revising Washington Administrative Codes (WAC) and 
will finalize by the end of 2026.

One Big Beautiful Bill Working Tax Credits for Families*



Overview

House Resolution One (H.R.1) was signed into law on July 4, 
2025, and contains numerous provisions that impact Apple 
Health (Medicaid) eligibility, including noncitizen coverage.

These changes do not affect:

Children age 18 and under

Pregnant individuals

Emergency services (AEM)

Apple Health Expansion 



Non-U.S. citizen definition change

Effective October 2026, Apple Health eligibility will be limited 
to the following noncitizens: 

Lawful permanent residents (who have met or are exempt from 
the 5-year bar)

Compact of Free Association (COFA) immigrants

Cuban-Haitian entrants



Non-U.S. citizen definition change

Lawful permanent residents (LPR) are eligible for Apple Health if 
they:

Have met the 5-year bar; or 

Are exempt from meeting it.

The 5-year bar is a federal law that requires many qualified 
immigrants to wait five years before becoming eligible for federal 
Apple Health coverage, unless their initial status exempts them 
from the 5-year bar. 

Armed service members on active duty, honorably discharged veterans, and family members 

who are lawful permanent resident are exempt from the 5-year bar.



If an individual had one of the following immigration statuses, but is 
now a lawful permanent resident, they are exempt from the 5-year 
bar and will still qualify for Apple Health:

Amerasians

Cuban-Haitian

Victims of trafficking and 
their family members

Refugees

Asylees

Immigrants from Iraq or Afghanistan 
granted the following:

Special immigrant status

Special immigrant conditional 
permanent resident

Non-U.S. citizen definition change  



Benefit end dates for impacted individuals

Coverage ends after September 30, 2026.

Clients may be able to access other health care coverage for 
October 1 and beyond.

Children and pregnant individuals continue to be eligible for 
Apple Health, regardless of immigration status, if they meet all 
other requirements.



Apple Health programs not impacted by HR1

The following programs are not impacted: 

Apple Health for Pregnant 
individuals

After-Pregnancy Coverage (APC)

Apple Health for Kids

Emergency Medical (AEM)

Apple Health Expansion (AHE)

Family Planning Only (state only)

Medical Care Services (MCS)

Refugee Medical Assistance (RMA)

Foster Care/Adoption Support

Long-Term Services and Supports 
(LTSS) for noncitizens



Scenarios



Scenario 

Refugee status enrolled in Apple Health for Adults

Mary, a 45-year-old refugee, is enrolled in Apple Health for Adults

Her application for adjustment to lawful permanent residence is 

pending but not approved.

Because her status is refugee, Apple Health for Adults ends after 

September 30, 2026.

She will receive a notice explaining the change and coverage options.

She will receive a 2nd notice explaining the termination. 

She may be eligible for Medical Care Services (MCS), Emergency Medical 

(AEM), or other available non-Medicaid options.



Scenario 

Lawfully present noncitizen currently enrolled in the 
Parent/Caretaker Relatives program

Ryan, a 23-year-old permanent resident, is enrolled in the Parent and 
Caretaker Relatives program.

Because he has been a lawfully permanent resident for more than 5 
years, regardless of the H.R.1 changes, he continues to qualify for the 
Parent and Caretaker Relatives program.



Scenario 

Asylee enrolled in Apple Health for Adults

Lana, a 31-year-old asylee since 2019, is enrolled in Apple Health for 
Adults program.

She found out she is pregnant and due in February 2027 but has not 
reported the pregnancy.

Because she is an asylee and has not adjusted her status to permanent 
resident, she will no longer qualify for the Apple Health for Adults 
program.

She receives the notice of the upcoming noncitizen change, which tells 
her of her health care options.

She updates her Washington Healthplanfinder application to report her 
pregnancy and transitions to Apple Health for Pregnant Individuals. 



Scenario  

Refugee enrolled in SSI-Related coverage for the Aged, Blind, or 
Disabled

Fatima is a 66-year-old refugee since 2023 and enrolled in SSI-Related 
medical coverage for the Aged, Blind, or Disabled (ABD) program.
They are also a recipient of the state funded Aged, Blind or Disabled 
cash assistance program. 
Because their immigration status is refugee, their coverage on the SSI-
Related medical program will end September 30, 2026.

Because Fatima is an ABD cash recipient, they are eligible for the state funded 
Medical Care Service (MCS) program 

Eligibility staff manually switch Fatima from the federal SSI-Related program to 
the state funded MCS program.

Beginning October 1, 2026, Fatima will have active MCS coverage.



Apple Health Classic programs



Long-Term Services and Supports

The Washington State Department of Social and Health Services 
(DSHS) Home and Community Services (HCS) provides 
comprehensive long-term services and supports (LTSS) for older 
adults and people with disabilities.

These services, which often require Medicaid eligibility (Apple 
Health), are designed to help with daily living activities that include:

In-Home Care Services

Residential Care Options

Community First Choice (CFC) & 
Medicaid Personal Care (MPC)

Family Caregiver Support Program

Specialized Dementia Care

Support Services

Case Management

https://www.dshs.wa.gov/altsa/home-and-community-services-information-professionals


Redeterminations

Home and Community Services (HCS) staff will determine if 
individuals may be eligible for state funded medical options 
that would include long-term services and supports. 

When possible, those individuals will be transitioned to 
alternative medical coverage groups.

HCS staff may reach out to individuals to request information, if 
needed.

It’s important that HCS clients, who have an updated 
immigration status, report those changes to their Public 
Benefits Specialist. 



Community Services Division

The DSHS Community Services Division (CSD) provides direct 
client services to the public through a network of 52 local 
Community Services Offices – 38 full-service offices and 14 
branch offices.

Services are also provided through a variety of out stationed 
staff in different communities, two Mobile Community Services 
Offices, and a single statewide Customer Service Contact Center.

Agents are available 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

Self-service features are available 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

The Office Locator provides more information about the Community 
Services Office nearest you.

https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/community-services-offices/community-services-office
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/office-locations


Community Services Division

Refugee Cash Assistance (RCA)
Cash and medical help for 
refugees

Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families (TANF)
Cash help for families with 
children.

Washington Basic Food 
Program
Help with putting food on the 
table

Aged, Blind or Disabled Cash 
Assistance Program (ABD)
Cash help for Aged, Blind or 
Disabled people

Child Support Services
Help in getting child support

DSHS Emergency Programs
Programs that help in emergency 
situations

Housing and Essential Needs
Provide non-cash housing and other 
assistance

Services provided are the following but not limited to:

https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/community-services-offices/refugee-cash-assistance
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/community-services-offices/temporary-assistance-needy-families
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/community-services-offices/temporary-assistance-needy-families
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/community-services-offices/basic-food
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/community-services-offices/basic-food
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/community-services-offices/aged-blind-or-disabled-cash-program
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/community-services-offices/aged-blind-or-disabled-cash-program
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/division-child-support/child-support-services
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/community-services-offices/emergency-resources
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/community-services-offices/housing-and-essential-needs-referral-program


Redeterminations

Beginning the first week of June 2026, eligibility staff will work a list of 

identified individuals whose immigration status may result in a loss 

of coverage. 

An online electronic system will be used to quickly verify each individual’s 

immigration/citizen status and make an update based on the results. 

In July 2026, those individuals identified as losing coverage will have a 

notice sent explaining the federal rule change. 

The notice details will be covered in a later slide. 

In September 2026, individuals losing coverage but receiving the ABD 

program or the Housing and Essential Needs program will be transitioned 

to MCS coverage effective October 1, 2026. 



Keeping people covered
Options from the Exchange



Everyone can use Washington Healthplanfinder

Everyone in 
Washington 
state can get 
health and 
dental insurance, 
regardless of 
immigration 
status.



Federal financial help is changing
Beginning January 1, 2027, federal premium tax credits will only be available 
to the following noncitizens in qualified health plans:

Cuban/Haitian 
entrants

Compact of Free 
Association (COFA) 

Islanders

The approximately 15,000 lawfully present customers who will no 
longer qualify for federal tax credits can still be in qualified health 
plans and may receive Cascade Care Savings. 

Lawfully
permanent residents
(green card holders)



State financial help continues
Subject to available state funding, anyone 
who qualifies based on income can receive 
state premium assistance Cascade Care 
Savings — regardless of immigration status.

Cascade Care Savings lowers premiums for 
households earning up to 250% FPL

About $40,000 annually for a
one-person household
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Beginning January 1, 2027, all 
lawfully present customers who 
are not LPRs, COFA or 
Cuban/Haitian lose eligibility 
for tax credits, but may still be 
eligible for Cascade Care 
Savings

        

Lawfully present 
customers at or over 
100% FPL may be 
eligible for a qualified 
health plan with tax 
credits and Cascade 
Care Savings 

October - December January

Lawfully present 
customers below 100% 
FPL may be eligible for a 
qualified health plan 
with Cascade Care 
Savings

Important timing considerations

Min-jun has their Apple Health for Adults coverage end after September 30, 2026, due to 
their immigration status. Their income is 120% FPL.

What financial savings will they qualify for?

October – December 2026: Tax credits and Cascade Care Savings 

January 2027: Cascade Care Savings only



Maria’s Apple Health for Adults coverage ends after September 30, due to her immigration 
status.
Her annual income is $18,000 (115% FPL). For the rest of 2026, she qualifies for tax credits and 
Cascade Care Savings. She selects a Cascade Care Silver plan. 
How much will Exchange coverage cost?
She will pay a $0 monthly  premium. Preventative care is free and pre-deductible services 
(including primary care, mental/behavioral health, specialist visits, labs) are low cost ($1–$15 
per visit). 

Cost examples for customers at or above 100% FPL 
and below 100% FPL

Carlos’s Apple Health for Adults coverage ends after September 30, due to his immigration 
status.
His annual income is $12,000 (77% FPL). For the rest of 2026, he only qualifies for Cascade 
Care Savings. He selects a Cascade Care Gold plan (with a lower premium than Silver). 
How much will Exchange coverage cost?
He will pay a $206 monthly premium. Preventative care is free and pre-deductible services 
(including primary care, mental/behavioral health, specialist visits, labs) are low cost ($1 - $40 
per visit).



How to avoid a gap in coverage
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Customers who are losing coverage due to 
immigration status will receive an updated 
eligibility results notice in mid-late August 
explaining Apple Health ends after 09/30/2026. 

Customers will have 60 days from the date on 
that eligibility results notice to select a 2026 
qualified health plan.

Coverage for plans selected at any time during 
that 60-day special enrollment period will begin 
October 1, 2026. 



Direct outreach



Notices to clients

In July, HCA and DSHS will send notices to affected clients. The 
notice will:

Explain the federal change. 

Advise them to report if they are pregnant/post-partum, need emergency 
services (AEM), or have an updated immigration status. 

Explain other coverage options to stay insured.

HCA and DSHS staff will review each client’s eligibility and 
circumstances, approving other coverage if eligible.

In late August, HCA and DSHS will send termination notices to clients 
explaining Apple Health coverage ends after September 30, 2026. 

Clients can still use their coverage on September 30. 



Feb-Mar 2026 Apr-May 2026       June 2026

HR1 Noncitizen change timeline
M
o
n
th

Informal federal 

guidance received

Inter-agency 

collaboration

System business 

requirements

   Formal federal guidance 

received

Policy development

Community outreach 

begins

Inter-agency webinar on 

noncitizen eligibility 

changes

Community consultations



Oct 2026Jul 2026 Aug-Sept 2026

HR1 Noncitizen change timeline
M
o
n
th

Letters go to out to 

affected MAGI and 

Classic clients

Community outreach 

continues

Clients update their 

information for 

potential coverage 

options

Termination notices sent 

in late August for 

coverage ending 09/30/26

HR1 changes take affect 

October 1 unless 

transitioned to other 

coverage



Next steps



Stakeholder engagement

Workgroups were created to help with co-designing community 
engagement.

Focus of the workgroup is to:

Share information with trusted community partners

Provide technical assistance

Develop and review other forms of outreach materials and toolkits

Engage customers and community partners to build effective 
messaging 

Supporting clients with changes to Apple Health 
Join to become a valued Apple Health Community Connector!

hca.wa.gov/support-client-changes

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hca.wa.gov%2Fsupport-client-changes&data=05%7C02%7Cariel.pyrtek%40hca.wa.gov%7C6df3734b67ec4ae30fe708de5aaaee13%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639047887336792354%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2ousEYbYltiJX8Iq%2FKGYa7YA%2By4A0zfqr4oYwa4dD5k%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hca.wa.gov%2Fsupport-client-changes&data=05%7C02%7Cariel.pyrtek%40hca.wa.gov%7C6df3734b67ec4ae30fe708de5aaaee13%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639047887336792354%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2ousEYbYltiJX8Iq%2FKGYa7YA%2By4A0zfqr4oYwa4dD5k%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hca.wa.gov%2Fsupport-client-changes&data=05%7C02%7Cariel.pyrtek%40hca.wa.gov%7C6df3734b67ec4ae30fe708de5aaaee13%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639047887336792354%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2ousEYbYltiJX8Iq%2FKGYa7YA%2By4A0zfqr4oYwa4dD5k%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hca.wa.gov%2Fsupport-client-changes&data=05%7C02%7Cariel.pyrtek%40hca.wa.gov%7C6df3734b67ec4ae30fe708de5aaaee13%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639047887336792354%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2ousEYbYltiJX8Iq%2FKGYa7YA%2By4A0zfqr4oYwa4dD5k%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hca.wa.gov%2Fsupport-client-changes&data=05%7C02%7Cariel.pyrtek%40hca.wa.gov%7C6df3734b67ec4ae30fe708de5aaaee13%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639047887336792354%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2ousEYbYltiJX8Iq%2FKGYa7YA%2By4A0zfqr4oYwa4dD5k%3D&reserved=0


Customer outreach

Continue strong customer communication focusing on client 
experience and least burdensome processes.

Keep informed of all changes ahead of impact timeframes utilizing:

Letters

Customer focused webpage

Text messaging, email, videos, paid advertisements  

Support portal pathway for specific H.R.1 questions for clients and 
providers using the Health Care Authority (HCA) support portal.

https://support.hca.wa.gov/hcasupport


Stakeholder webinars

HCA will hold quarterly stakeholder webinars providing H.R.1 
updates. 

 2026 H.R.1 webinar dates  
February 26 | View online 

June 4  

September 3  

December 3   

Registration details will be posted online  
Stakeholder training and education | Webinars, video, and presentations

https://www.hca.wa.gov/free-or-low-cost-health-care/i-help-others-apply-and-access-apple-health/webinars-video-and-presentations
https://www.hca.wa.gov/free-or-low-cost-health-care/i-help-others-apply-and-access-apple-health/webinars-video-and-presentations


Who to contact to report a change

The Health Care Authority (HCA) will review your information to see 
if you still qualify under the new federal rules.

Individuals age 19 – 64 can contact the following for assistance 
updating their application:

Online: wahealthplanfinder.org 

Phone: ​1-800-562-3022

Contact an HCA Community-Based Specialist near you online at 
hca.wa.gov/HCAcommunitystaff 

If you have questions about this change, contact HCA:
Phone: ​1-800-562-3022

Online: hca.wa.gov/report-a-change

https://wahealthplanfinder.org/
http://www.hca.wa.gov/HCAcommunitystaff
https://www.hca.wa.gov/report-a-change
https://www.hca.wa.gov/report-a-change
https://www.hca.wa.gov/report-a-change
https://www.hca.wa.gov/report-a-change
https://www.hca.wa.gov/report-a-change


Who to contact to report a change

The Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) will review 
your information to see if you still qualify under the new federal 
rules. 

Individuals aged 65 or older, eligible for Medicare, have blindness or 
disability, or long-term services and supports can contact the 
following for assistance updating their application:

Phone: 1-877-501-2233

Online: Washington Connection

Locate an office near you online at find a local Community Services 
Office.

https://www.washingtonconnection.org/home/
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/community-services-offices/community-services-office
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/community-services-offices/community-services-office


Who do I contact to report a change

Individuals in a Qualified Health Plan can contact the following 
for assistance updating their application:

Phone: 1-855-923-4633  

Online: wahealthplanfinder.org

http://www.wahealthplanfinder.org/


Resources



Resources

Changes coming to Apple Health (for clients)

HR1 impacts (for stakeholders)

Supporting clients with changes to Apple Health (for 

community partners)

https://www.hca.wa.gov/free-or-low-cost-health-care/changes-coming-apple-health
https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/programs-and-initiatives/apple-health-medicaid/hr-1-impacts
https://www.hca.wa.gov/free-or-low-cost-health-care/i-help-others-apply-and-access-apple-health/supporting-clients-changes-apple-health


GovDelivery

Subscribe and stay connected!

Visit public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAHCA/subscriber/new
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https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAHCA/subscriber/new


Resources from the Exchange

Overview of federal changes available at 
wahealthplanfinder.org  
Find support at Customer Assistance Flyer 
Detailed FPL information available at: detailed-guidelines-
2025.pdf 

For Exchange coverage, 2025 FPL guidelines are used for the 2026 
plan year

Questions about Exchange coverage options for immigrants 
can be directed to: immigrantcoverage@wahbexchange.org

https://www.wahealthplanfinder.org/
https://www.wahealthplanfinder.org/content/dam/materials/collateral/support/lead-orgs-enrollment-centers/CustomerAssistanceFlyer_EN_022026.pdf
https://aspe.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/dd73d4f00d8a819d10b2fdb70d254f7b/detailed-guidelines-2025.pdf
https://aspe.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/dd73d4f00d8a819d10b2fdb70d254f7b/detailed-guidelines-2025.pdf
https://aspe.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/dd73d4f00d8a819d10b2fdb70d254f7b/detailed-guidelines-2025.pdf
https://aspe.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/dd73d4f00d8a819d10b2fdb70d254f7b/detailed-guidelines-2025.pdf
https://aspe.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/dd73d4f00d8a819d10b2fdb70d254f7b/detailed-guidelines-2025.pdf
mailto:immigrantcoverage@wahbexchange.org


Questions
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