Washington State

Health Care Authority

Behavioral Health

Tuesday, September 9, 2025

. . . Minutes 9:30am -
Advisory Council Meeting 12:00pm
Attendees:
XI Teesha Kirschbaum (DBHR) X Robert Hopkins X Jesse Sharber (HCA)
[] Teresa Claycamp (DBHR) Xl Michelle Tinkler X Chelsea Henry (DOH)
X Leah Coberly (DBHR) X christal Eshelman [X] caroline Blackburn (DOH)
X Richelle Madigan [] Erika Rodriguez IXI  Daniel Highley (HCA)
XI Vvanessa Lewis X David Musser X Dakota Steel (DBHR)
X] Yavonnie Griggs-Brown [] Thomas Jackson XI Tawn Smith-McQueen
Xl Katie Mirkovich [ Paulina Zyskowski X Marcella Taylor
IZ Nelson Rason & Kailey Lawless IZ DeElaina Moore
X] Tessa Clements Xl Vvictor De Los Santos X Deb Shawver
|Z Shundra King |:| Lemon Byrd |Z Natalie Miller
[X] Megyn Ross DX Derrick Kretschmer X Kacey Bellamy
] Paulette Brooks X siyuLu XI cornel Johnson
[] «ristie Lund DX Angie Williams [XI TamaraBauman
X] Jazmaine Wong DX] Nathan Lusk (DBHR) X Angela Cruze Boldt
X1 Kiki Serantes X Janet Cornel (DBHR) XI Meghan Hopkins (DSHS)
XI Moira0 Crotty XI sam Mellendorf (DBHR) XI cornel Johnson
[0 Jessica Rychtarik DI kimberly Wright (DBHR) X] Rodney Ezell
[] Virtual Meeting Link/login info: | [] DX Jocelynn McLaughlin
[ ] [
# Agenda Items Time Lead Decisions and Summary of Meeting
1.  Welcome & Call to 9:30 Richelle e  Kiki Serantes motions to approve July 2025 minutes with David
Order am Madigan Musser seconding.
e Attendance and e July minutes passed unanimously.
e Approve July Vangssa
minutes Lewis
2, Council Member 9:45am  All e Introduced BHAC members and community members.
Announcements
Richelle Madigan (Member): Washington State Community Connecters held
their second annual Connecting Communities event in August. | am building
an invite list for next year so please feel free to send an email if you would like
to get on the list. richellemadigan@wsccsupport.org
3. Washington State 10:00a  Chelsea See State Health Improvement Plan (SHIP) pdf.
Department of Health- ™M Henry
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Improvement Plan
(SHIP)

4, Subcommittee
Updates:

e Peer Review

e  Membership

e Recommendat
ions and
Priorities

e Communicatio
n and
Outreach

5. November 2025 Officer
Election Overview

6. Short Break

7. Block Grant Update
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10:30a
m

10:45

10:50a

11:00a

BHAC
Council

Richelle
Madigan,
Nathan
Lusk

All

Janet
Cornell

SHIP newsletter sign up link:
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOH/subscriber/new?topic_id=

WADOH 1133

You can contact our team at: ship@doh.wa.gov or directly via
chelsea.henry@doh.wa.gov or caroline.blackburn@doh.wa.gov

Discussion: No Discussion

Peer Review Committee- Christal Eshelman

¢ Peer Review Subcommittee met 9/22/2025.

e Our next meeting is 9/22/2025 and we plan to meet monthly until 12/2025
e Members are currently drafting the executive summary

Membership committee-

eMembership Committee met 10/7/2025

¢ The Committee put forward 4 candidates as new members the council
approved on 10/23/2025.

Our next meeting is 1/6/2025.

Recommendations and Priorities

e Recommendations and Priorities Subcommittee met 9/23/2025 and
10/23/2025.

» Our next meeting is 11/17/2025 and plan to meet monthly until 12/2025
* Members have completed a draft survey behavioral health survey for
individuals and organizations and is currently under internal review.

Communications and outreach- Kailey Lawless

e Communications and Outreach Subcommittee met 9/17/2025.

e Our next meeting is 11/19/23 and we plan to meet monthly until 12/2025
e Members are finalizing a PowerPoint and one pager BHAC will hopefully be
able to share after the next meeting.

BHAC Officer elections will occur at our November BHAC Meeting

e Erika Rodriguez is stepping down from her seat as OSPI
representative 9/29/2025 so the Member at Large position will also
be open.

e The SUD Co chair position, SUD vice chair and Member at large will
be open for the full two-year terms.

e The MH Vice co-chair position will be open for a one-year term
ending 11/2026 to align with the bylaws.

See Block Grant update September 2025, 2026 and FY 2026-2027 Combined
Block Grant Application.
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e  2026-2027 Combined Block Grant Application was due 9/1/2025 and
submitted by 8/28/2025.

e July 15t 2025 marks a new fiscal year for us to begin implementation
of state fiscal year 2026 projects. There are 26 projects that are being
implemented currently.

e Our next progress report is due December 1 2025 to SAMHSA.

Discussion:

Tessa Clements (Member): For those that are new in the room can you
describe what SUPTRS means?

Janet Cornell (DBHR): SAMHSA stands for Substance Use, Prevention,
Treatment and Recovery Services Block Grant. It has previously been called
Substance Use (SABG) and Substance Abuse (SABG) block grant. MHBG is our
Mental Health Block Grant.

David Musser (Member): Are the Block Grant’s tied to Medicaid?

Janet Cornell (DBHR): Services provided through the block grants are for non-
Medicaid covered services or individuals.

8. Directors Dialogue: 11:15a  Teesha Agency Updates
e Agency m Kirschbau e Welcomed Ryan Moran as the new HCA director
Updates m e  Deputy Director in DBHR Enos Mbajah has transitioned to a new role
e Medicaid to be a supervisor on the prevention team.
impact to
Behavioral Medicaid Impacts to Behavioral Health: See Medicaid in Washington State
Health in Factsheet.
Washington
State e Apple Health provides health coverage to almost 2 million

Washingtonians.

e  Between 200,000 and 320,000 Washingtonians are projected to lose
Medicaid coverage because of the federal budget.

e Washington is projected to lose billions in federal Medicaid funding
between 2025-2034

Discussion:

Jocelynn (guest): at the federal level are they expecting DBHR to change or
else they’re threating to cut funding off?

Teesha Kirschbaum (DBHR): It hasn’t gotten that prescriptive yet. What we do
know is that when we turn in our applications they are looking for certain
words that might trigger further scrutiny, so we are navigating that.

Jocelynn (guest): With the Medicaid changes going into effect is it expected
that it will just start covering less and less when it comes to medications or
everything across the board since we wont have the funding like we use to?
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Teesha Kirschbaum (DBHR): Good question, what we do know is that the
current pool of people eligible for Medicaid will be narrowing for who is
eligible to receive services verses what services you can continue to receive.
There are other concerns that there might be less funding overall for other
services that might lead to cuts outside of Medicaid.

Kiki Serantes (member): What is happening at the state level to backfill the
gap caused by the loss of federal funding.

Teesha Kirschbaum (DBHR): As a state agency we get the fun job after
legislation is passed how to implement things. How things are implemented
and the rules we receive don’t always make sense. And then we have to figure
out how to actually get services out to individuals with really complex
instructions. The governors office has been taking a really strong and
proactive stance expressing our concerns. Our state has been very active
joining other states against the federal government when we see things they
have done that we would consider illegal.

Richelle Madigan (member): | wanted to add a little bit the importance of our
role as community members and how important it is to contact our legislators
to educate them on the impact these cuts will have on our communities.

Jocelynn (guest): | was at a meeting through NAMI a couple weeks ago and
found out that around 80,000 will also be priced out of their health insurance.
Does that mean specifically Medicaid

Kim Wright (DBHR): They could also be referring to the loss of tax
break/subsidies on the Health Benefit Exchange that will be going away
causing people to be priced out of their health insurance.

Richelle Madigan (member): Do you know how many hospitals may close
because if this?

Teesha Kirschbaum (DBHR): | think we have identified around 10 hospitals that
are at risk because they will lose Medicaid funding.

9. Next steps, review 11:45  Vanessa  Plan to hold Officer Elections at the November 2025 BHAC meeting.
action items pm Lewis,
Richelle

Possible discussion around workforce impacts due to Medicaid cuts. How

Madigan | 1o p i informing the public on Medicaid cuts.

Subcommittee updates and updates on new member applications

10. Adjourn 12:00p  All

Action Items/Decisions
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# Action Item Assigned Date Date Status

To: Assigned: | Due:
Draft a working document of Block Recommendations | 7/9/24 ongoing | Draft a working document of
Grant Recommendations from BHAC and Priorities Block Grant Recommendations
meeting Presentations Subcommittee from BHAC meeting

Presentations

Co-Chairs will write final letter on behalf ~ Richelle Madigan, = 6/8/2025  7/31/2025 Completed 8/10/2025 Application
of the council in response to the block Vanessa Lewis Submitted to SAMHSA 8/28/2025
grant priorities

Plan to schedule initial subcommittee BHAC 7/8/2025 9/9/2025 | First subcommittee meetings
meetings in August- by the September occurred in August 2025. See
meeting each sub-committee to Subcommittee Updates.

determine sub-committee chair,
meeting cadence, responsibilities.

Hold officer elections at the November BHAC 9/9/2025 11/12/2025
BHAC Meeting.

Possible discussion around workforce BHAC 9/9/2025 | 11/12/2025
impacts due to Medicaid cuts. How HCA

is informing the public on Medicaid

cuts.

Subcommittee updates and updates on BHAC 9/9/2025 11/12/2025
new member applications
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