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Time Subject Who

• 1:30 pm Housekeeping Melissa Thoemke

• 1: 35 pm Agency Updates Delegate for Teesha Kirschbaum

• 1:45 pm Section Highlights
• CBO Grantees
• Post Overdose Support Toolkit

Sarah Mariani
Sarah Melfi-Klein

• 2:00 pm 25-26 Legislation
• Supplemental Budget
• Passed Bills 
• Other highlights
• What happens now

Teresa Claycamp
Kim Wright
Evan Klein

• 2:20pm Q/A Time

• 2:25 pm • Closing Delegate for Teesha Kirschbaum



Substance Use Disorder Prevention 
& Mental Health Promotion Section
   

The Community-Based Organization funding opportunity awarded 18 

organizations for services from January 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027.

Athena Announcement

Dedicated Cannabis Account 

awardees

Mental Health Promotion Project 

awardees

State Opioid Response awardees

Children’s Discovery Foundation Mount Adams School District Children’s Discovery Foundation

Joyce L. Sobel Family Resource Center Family Education and Support Services Family Education and Support Services

Grant County – Moses Lake Multicultural Child and Family Hope Center Multicultural Child and Family Hope Center

Grays Harbor County Grays Harbor County Grant County – Quincy

Washington State Boys & Girls Clubs Association Washington State Boys & Girls Clubs Association 

Skagit County Public Hospital District No. 304 Skagit County Public Hospital District No. 304

Okanogan County Community Coalition Okanogan County Community Coalition

Washington State University Washington State University

Monroe School District #103 Monroe School District #103

Neighborhood House Battle Ground Prevention Alliance

Whatcom Family & Community Network

https://theathenaforum.org/headlines/news-dbhr/dbhr-awards-community-based-organizations-funding-youth-substance-use-prevention-and-mental-health


Spring Youth Forum 

Save the date: May 18-19, 2026

Grand Mound, Washington

Youth teams are encouraged to implement 
prevention projects!

For more information, please 
visit www.SpringYouthForum.org

Join our List Serv for updates 
by emailing contactus@SpringYouthForum.org 

Washington Prevention 

Save the date: October 27-29, 2026

Tacoma, Washington

Begin considering presentation 
proposals!

For more information, please 
visit www.preventionsummit.org

Join our List Serv for updates 
by emailing contactus@PreventionSu
mmit.org 

Substance Use Disorder Prevention & 
Mental Health Promotion Section   

Washington Prevention Summit 

http://www.springyouthforum.org/
mailto:contactus@SpringYouthForum.org
http://www.preventionsummit.org/
mailto:contactus@PreventionSummit.org
mailto:contactus@PreventionSummit.org


Sarah Melfi-Klein

Criminal Legal Systems & 

Blake Projects Supervisor

Adult Substance Use & 

Treatment Section

Division of Behavioral 

Health & Recovery



Toolkit overview

• Equip families and friends with knowledge, tools, 

and resources to support overdose survivors.

Objective

• Digital toolkit, printable guide, and companion 

materials. 

Format

• Family members, friends, and other loved ones 

of those who have experienced or are at risk of 

an overdose, particularly those with OUD.

Target audience



The development process

Communication planning

Implementation planning

Draft toolkit

Formative research



Key messages

• Stigma and withdrawal contribute to the trauma of 

overdose

• Your feelings are valid

Overdose is a disruptive, 

painful experience

• People don’t need to hit rock bottom to receive care

• Treatment for withdrawal is available

Your loved one deserves 

compassion and respect

• Peer supports

• Healthy boundaries vs. “tough love”

There are tools for you and 

your loved one to heal in the 

aftermath of an overdose

There are strategies and tools to be prepared for overdose



Content overview

Visit the toolkit

About overdose

Overdose response in Native communities

Support for your loved one after an overdose

Support for you after a loved one’s overdose

Understanding drug use and treatment options

Communication after an overdose

Relevant laws and resources

Visit the toolkit

https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/program/82-0675-post-overdose-toolkit-friends-family.pdf


What’s next?

In development: Resource Library

Happy to consult on opportunities to 

develop population-specific appendices, etc.

Hot off the press: One-pager and Printable version 

https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/program/82-0692-guide-to-post-overdose-toolkit.pdf
https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/program/82-0692-guide-to-post-overdose-toolkit.pdf
https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/program/82-0692-guide-to-post-overdose-toolkit.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hca.wa.gov%2Fassets%2Fprogram%2F82-0675-post-overdose-toolkit-friends-family-printer-friendly.pdf__%3B!!K-Hz7m0Vt54!k4ssM5I2OKRBm1h8X3cHbbvkU0_pYYwValCFYha_fSBMarTclbNyd63kc7zWu_ZC-BPogzUZ2Ko0nyoPKHFwiXOoK1SX%24&data=05%7C02%7Csarah.melfi-klein%40hca.wa.gov%7C2afefbc01f574cbd5cff08de3dbb8636%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639016072952151569%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TJ4NrqatijqvSnLcw3JyOjJmybICzvdsLlnLwpNH118%3D&reserved=0


Division of Behavioral 
Health and Recovery (DBHR)

Legislative Session Recap



2026 Community Behavioral Health 
Supplemental Budget

Reductions to existing programs

• Health Engagement Hubs

• Alternative Response Teams 

• Alternatives to Arrest and Jail 

• Law Enforcement Assisted 

Diversion grants

• Recovery Navigator Program 

services

• Clubhouse services

• Oxford House expansion

• University of Washington’s 

Evidence-Based Practice Institute

Eliminations

• The Bridge Coalition technical 

support

• Recovery Residence technical 

support

• MOUD in Jails technical support

• Prescription Opioid Education

• Peer Emotional Support Network

• Statewide recovery organization 

and mental health education and 

support contracts 

Transfers

• DBHR’s Suicide Prevention and 

Mental Health Promotion funding 

transferred to the Department of 

Health

ESSB 5998 (2026); Section 214: Community Behavioral Health

https://fiscal.wa.gov/statebudgets/2026proposals/Documents/co/scsConfReport.pdf


2026 Community Behavioral Health 
Supplemental Budget (cont.)

Funding swaps

• Behavioral health housing fund 

switch to from General Fund-

State (GF-S) to the Criminal 

Justice Treatment Account

• Streed Medicine pilot funding 

switched from GF-S to Federal 

Medicaid appropriation 

equivalent to the match amount

Investments

• Funding for Parent Child 

Assistance Program enrollment

• Certified Community Behavioral 

Health Clinic (CCBHC) 

demonstration funding

• Crisis facilities roadmap

• Kitsap County Recovery Café 



Behavioral Health

2SHB 2429 – Supporting children and youth behavioral health.
Requires the Governor to establish a leadership council to address children and youth health and wellness issues and coordinate 
efforts to implement Washington Thriving Strategic Plan (WTSP), a strategic plan for children and youth behavioral health.

Requires that the Office of the Governor establish and maintain executive coordination for children and youth system of care to help 
monitor the implementation of WTSP.

Requires all agencies to ensure that children and youth behavioral health activities and planning efforts align with WTSP and are 
implemented in an equitable manner.

E3SHB 1634 - Providing school districts and public schools with assistance to coordinate comprehensive 
behavioral health supports for students.

Requires the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) and the educational service districts (ESDs) to develop a 
technical assistance and training framework (framework) to provide school districts and public schools with assistance in supporting 
student behavioral health.

Requires the OSPI and the ESDs to use the framework to optimize delivery and coordination of behavioral health technical 
assistance and supports, once it is developed.

https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2429&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=1634&Year=2025&Initiative=false


Behavioral Health (cont.)

HB 2254 - Providing flexibility in the partnership access line assessment to cover administrative costs.
Allows reasonable costs for a third-party administrator to calculate and administer the assessments to be included in the 
proportional share calculation for the Partnership Access Line funding model.

SSB 6194 - Allowing payments to be made for services provided by any rural hospital that is located on a 
federally recognized Indian reservation.

Allows for any rural hospital located on a federally recognized Indian reservation to be paid at 150 percent of the fee-for-service rate 
for inpatient and outpatient Medicaid services beginning January 1, 2027.

SHB 2405 - Establishing a pilot program for posttraumatic stress disorder treatment and research.
Establishes a pilot program in the Department of Labor and Industries to allow workers' compensation coverage of post-traumatic 
stress disorder treatment up to a specified number of sessions before claim adjudication and after claim closure.

SB 5988 - Establishing fee authority for accreditation services provided to opioid treatment programs by 
the department of health.

Authorizes the Department of Health to become an accrediting body for opioid treatment programs.

Directs the Department of Health to establish accreditation fees to cover the costs associated with accreditation activities.

https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2254&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=6194&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2405&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=5988&Year=2025&Initiative=false


Behavioral Health (cont.)

SHB 2152 - Permitting the medical use of cannabis by qualifying patients in specified health care 
facilities.

Requires hospitals, nursing homes, and hospice care centers (collectively "facilities") to allow the medical use of cannabis by 
qualifying patients with a terminal condition.

Establishes standards for policies for the medical use of cannabis at facilities to address the method of use, inclusion in medical 
records, the presentation of authorizations, responsibility for acquisition and administration, secure storage, prohibitions on health 
care provider administration, prohibitions on sharing, and disposal requirements

SHB 2476 - Modifying the spirits, beer, and wine theater license.
Increases the maximum number of seats per screen that a theater may have to hold a spirits, beer, and wine theater license from 120 
to 200.

Adds specific alcohol control plan measures that theaters who hold a spirits, beer, and wine theater license must implement.

https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2152&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2476&Year=2025&Initiative=false


Thank you!

Sarah.melfi-klein@hca.wa.gov 

mailto:Sarah.melfi-Klein@hca.wa.gov
mailto:Sarah.melfi-Klein@hca.wa.gov
mailto:Sarah.melfi-Klein@hca.wa.gov
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