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Background

$2 million total for one-time grants for primary care 
clinics to establish behavioral health integration (BHI) for 
children and adolescents (SSB 5693 section 211(110))

Up to $200,000 per clinic will be awarded

For primary care clinics who:

Have identified the need to integrate behavioral 
health into their clinic model

Are at the beginning of their BHI integration work



Important dates

February 10: Webpage and application available

February 27: Pre-application webinar

March 22: Technical assistance and questions deadline

March 23: Applications close

April: Awardees announced

April-May: Grant funding allocated



Minimum qualifications

Licensed to do business in Washington

Or provide a commitment to become licensed 
in Washington within 30 calendar days of being 
selected as an apparent successful applicant

Primary care setting serving children and youth 
ages 18 and younger

Must accept Apple Health (Medicaid) coverage 
without a managed care plan (fee-for-service) 
when Apple Health pays your provider directly



Money disbursement

Recipients may use grants under this subsection for:

Training to create operational workflows that 
promote team-based care and evidence-based 
practices

System development to implement universal 
screening of patients using standardized assessment 
tools

Development of a registry to track patient outcomes

Behavioral health professional recruitment and 
retainment



Money disbursement (continued)

Recipients may use grants under this subsection for:
Psychiatric supervision recruitment and retainment for 
consultation services for BHI
Partnership development with community mental 
health centers for referral of patients with higher level 
needs
Information technology infrastructure, including 
electronic health record adjustments and registry 
creation
Physical space modifications to accommodate 
additional staff



Grant application
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Eligibility requirements

At least 35 percent of clinic’s total patients enrolled in 
Apple Health

Priority funding given to clinics with the highest 
proportion of patients enrolled in Apple Health

Must have a primary care advocate or proponent of BHI

Support for BHI at the highest level of clinic leadership

Arrangement for psychiatric consultation and supervision



Eligibility requirements (continued)

Team-based approach to care, including:

Primary care provider

Behavioral health professional

Psychiatric consultant

Patient and patient’s family



Grant requirements

Clinics must also have a plan to:
Hire behavioral health professional to be located in the clinic

Create a registry that monitors patient engagement and 
symptom improvement

Implement universal screening for behavioral health needs

Provide care coordination with schools, emergency 
departments, hospitals, and other points of care

Ensure closed-loop referrals to specialty behavioral health 
care when indicated, as well as engagement in specialty 
treatment as clinically indicated
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Evaluation process

Minimum 

qualifications 

reviewed

Narrative 

questions 

evaluated

Grant 

proposal 

evaluated

Notification 

to applicants



Narrative questions

25

QUALITATIVE 

ASSESSMENT
DESCRIPTION

5 = Excellent

The Applicant provides substantive descriptions and relevant details in 

addressing the narrative question. A sound understanding of the topic is 

demonstrated and includes pertinent examples. All criteria are fully 

addressed without identified weaknesses.

4 = Very Good

The Applicant provides substantive descriptions and relevant details in 

addressing the narrative question, but the response is not fully 

comprehensive. Any identified weaknesses will likely have minor impact on 

the successful implementation of proposed project.

3 = Acceptable

The Applicant provides a basic response to the narrative question but does 

not include sufficient detail or supporting documentation. There are some 

gaps and/or lack of clarity in describing how the Application will be 

implemented. Identified weaknesses will likely have some impact on the 

successful implementation of proposed project.

2 = Marginal

The Applicant provides minimal details and insufficient descriptions that 

do not completely answer the narrative question. Limited information is 

presented, or the Applicant merely repeats back information included in 

the RFA. The Applicant may answer part of the narrative question but miss 

a key point or there are major gaps in the information presented. 

Application has some strengths but includes identified weaknesses that will 

likely impact the successful implementation of proposed project. 

1 = Unacceptable

The Applicant does not explicitly address the narrative question. The 

Applicant organization states the question but does not elaborate on the 

response. As a result, the answer is completely deficient in addressing the 

narrative question. 

0= Nonresponsive

The Applicant skips or otherwise ignores the question or includes 

irrelevant information that does not answer the question. As a result, the 

answer is nonresponsive.

20 maximum points available with 
2 questions at 10 points each

Reviewed by evaluation team(s) 
which will determine if eligibility 
requirements were met

Evaluation team(s) may meet to 
discuss the applications

Evaluations will only be based upon 
information provided in the 
applicant’s application
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QUALITATIVE 

ASSESSMENT
DESCRIPTION

5 = Excellent

The Applicant provides substantive descriptions and relevant details in 

addressing what the grant is used for. A sound understanding of there 

current state and future plans to meet basic BHI Planning Requirements. 

All criteria are fully addressed without identified weaknesses.

4 = Very Good

The Applicant provides substantive descriptions and relevant details in 

addressing what the grant is used for. Has somewhat of a plan in place to 

address BHI Planning Requirements. All criteria are fully addressed without 

identified weaknesses.

3 = Acceptable

The Applicant provides a basic response to the grant proposal but does 

not include sufficient detail or supporting documentation to how the funds 

will be used. There are some gaps and/or lack of clarity in describing 

current and future state of BHI plans. 

2 = Marginal

The Applicant provides minimal details and insufficient descriptions that 

do not completely identify grant use. Limited information is presented, or 

the Applicant merely repeats back information included in the RFA. The 

Applicant may answer part of the proposal question but misses a key point 

or there are major gaps in the information presented. Application has 

some strengths but includes identified weaknesses that will likely impact 

the successful implementation of Behavioral Health Integration. 

1 = Unacceptable

The Applicant does not explicitly address the proposal question. The 

Applicant states the question but does not elaborate on the response. As a 

result, the answer is completely deficient in addressing the grant proposal.

0= Nonresponsive

The Applicant skips or otherwise ignores the question or includes 

irrelevant information that does not answer the question. As a result, the 

answer is nonresponsive.

10 maximum points available

Reviewed by evaluation team(s) 

which will determine the eligibility 

requirements were met

Evaluation team(s) may meet to 

discuss the applications

Evaluations will only be based upon 

information provided in the 

applicant’s application 
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BHI webpage

Pathway

URL 
hca.wa.gov/about-hca/programs-and-initiatives/behavioral-
health-and-recovery/behavioral-health-integration-bhi-grant



Resources

Overview
hca.wa.gov/assets/billers-and-providers/behavioral-health-
integration-grant-overview.pdf

Application
hca.wa.gov/assets/billers-and-providers/82-0420-behavioral-
health-integration-grant-application.pdf

FAQ
Behavioral Health Integration Grant FAQ (wa.gov)

https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/billers-and-providers/behavioral-health-integration-grant-overview.pdf
https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/billers-and-providers/behavioral-health-integration-grant-overview.pdf
hca.wa.gov/assets/billers-and-providers/82-0420-behavioral-health-integration-grant-application.pdf
hca.wa.gov/assets/billers-and-providers/82-0420-behavioral-health-integration-grant-application.pdf
https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/billers-and-providers/behavioral-health-integration-grant-faq.pdf


Questions?

Email: hcabhigrant@hca.wa.gov

mailto:hcabhigrant@hca.wa.gov
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