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Opioid Recovery & Care 
Access Center 
In 2024, the Washington State legislature 

appropriated funding in Engrossed Substitute 

Senate Bill 5950 – Community Behavioral Health 

Proviso 125 for the Health Care Authority (HCA) to 

contract with an Opioid Recovery and Care Access 

(ORCA) Center in Seattle. This program is part of 

Downtown Emergency Services Center’s (DESC) 

Downtown Behavioral Health Clinic, an outpatient 

behavioral health facility licensed by the 

Washington State Department of Health. 

Overview 
The ORCA Center will provide and include post 

opioid overdose medical stabilization services, 

rapid initiation of evidence-based medications for 

opioid use disorder (MOUD), follow-up services 

after initiation of MOUD, promote continuation of 

MOUD and successful linkage to longitudinal care, 

and harm reduction services. 

This project will support ORCA staff recruitment, 

provide funds for purchasing medications, and 

second year program operations. DESC will 

leverage existing partnerships to provide training 

and services at the ORCA center.  

Preparation for the opening of this new center 

occurred during state fiscal year 2025. The ORCA 

center opened to serve the community on 

September 2, 2025.  

For more information visit: ORCA Center 

Eligibility requirements 
Services are prioritized to serve individuals at high 

risk of opioid misuse and post-overdose, including 

but not limited to individuals experiencing 

homelessness, historically underserved racial and 

ethnic groups, members of the LGBTQIA2S+ 

community, individuals with disabilities, and 

others.  

Budget for SFY 26 – SFY 27 
$1,675,000 Opioid Abatement Settlement Account 

in state fiscal year 2025 

For the SFY26 - SFY27 Biennial Operating Budget: 

$6,700,000 Opioid Abatement Settlement Account 

$700,000 General Fund- Federal 

Funding supports the purchasing of medications, 

including MOUD, and ORCA operating staff.  

Partners 
DESC’s ORCA partnerships include local and state 

agency partners: 

• University of Washington’s Addictions, Drug, & 

Alcohol Inititute 

• City of Seattle 

• King County Behavioral Health and Recovery 

Division 

• Public Health – Seattle & King County 

• Seattle Fire Department 

• Department of Commerce 

For more information 
Contact: HCADBHRInformation@hca.wa.gov 

Cayla Rauh 

Overdose Response Medication Program Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5950-S.SL.pdf?q=20240819171957
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5950-S.SL.pdf?q=20240819171957
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5950-S.SL.pdf?q=20240819171957
https://www.desc.org/orca-center/
https://www.desc.org/orca-center/
mailto:HCADBHRInformation@hca.wa.gov
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