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RULE-MAKING ORDER 
PERMANENT RULE ONLY 

 

 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 
 

 

CR-103P (December 2017) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.360) 

Agency: Health Care Authority 

Effective date of rule: 
Permanent Rules 

☒     31 days after filing. 

☐     Other (specify)       (If less than 31 days after filing, a specific finding under RCW 34.05.380(3) is required and should 

be stated below) 

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule? 

☐ Yes     ☒ No     If Yes, explain:       

Purpose: The agency is amending the supervision requirements in Chapter 182-116 WAC and updating the titles for certified 
support peer specialists and certified support peer specialist trainees to align with RCW 18.420.010, RCW 71.24.920, and 
Chapter 246-929 WAC. 

Citation of rules affected by this order: 
New:          
Repealed:       
Amended: 182-115-0100, 182-115-0300, 182-116-0100, 182-116-0200 
Suspended:       

Statutory authority for adoption: RCW 41.05.021, RCW 41.05.160, RCW 18.420.010 

Other authority:       

PERMANENT RULE (Including Expedited Rule Making) 
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 25-20-073 on September 29, 2025 (date). 
Describe any changes other than editing from proposed to adopted version: None 

If a preliminary cost-benefit analysis was prepared under RCW 34.05.328, a final cost-benefit analysis is available by 
contacting: 

Name: N/A 

Address:       

Phone:       

Fax:       

TTY:       

Email:       

Web site:       

Other:       
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Note:   If any category is left blank, it will be calculated as zero. 
No descriptive text. 

 
Count by whole WAC sections only, from the WAC number through the history note. 

A section may be counted in more than one category. 

The number of sections adopted in order to comply with: 

Federal statute:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Federal rules or standards:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Recently enacted state statutes:  New      Amended      Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted at the request of a nongovernmental entity: 

New        Amended      Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted on the agency’s own initiative: 

New        Amended      Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted in order to clarify, streamline, or reform agency procedures: 

New        Amended 4 Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted using: 

Negotiated rule making:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Pilot rule making:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Other alternative rule making:  New      Amended 4 Repealed       

 

Date Adopted: November 7, 2025 

 

Name: Wendy Barcus 
 

Title: HCA Rules Coordinator 

Signature:  

 



AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 25-08-033, filed 3/26/25, effective 
7/1/25)

WAC 182-115-0100  Certified peer counselor.  (1) A certified peer 
counselor may provide medicaid-reimbursable peer services only:

(a) Through December 31, 2026;
(b) Under the clinical supervision of a mental health professio-

nal, or substance use disorder professional, or both:
(i) Who understands rehabilitation and recovery; and
(ii) Whose expertise aligns with the needs of the populations 

served by the certified peer counselor;
(c) When the services are provided in a licensed community behav-

ioral health agency, as defined in WAC 246-341-0200; and
(d) When the certified peer counselor is credentialed as an agen-

cy-affiliated counselor under chapter 18.19 RCW.
(2) On January 1, 2027, the profession of certified peer support 

specialist, as defined in RCW 18.420.010, will supersede certified 
peer counselors. On and after that date, only certified peer support 
specialists and peer support specialist trainees may provide medicaid-
reimbursable peer services.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 25-08-033, filed 3/26/25, effective 
7/1/25)

WAC 182-115-0300  Peer support specialist supervisor training. 
Only certified peer counselors or certified peer support specialists 
may qualify to take the authority's training to become recognized by 
the department of health as an approved supervisor.
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Chapter 182-116 WAC
CERTIFIED PEER SUPPORT SPECIALIST

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 25-08-033, filed 3/26/25, effective 
7/1/25)

WAC 182-116-0100  Certified peer support specialist and certified 
peer support specialist trainee—General.  (1) A certified peer sup-
port specialist or certified peer support specialist trainee creden-
tialed by the department of health who provides medicaid-reimbursable 
peer support services must meet the requirements in WAC 182-116-0200.

(2) Certified peer support specialists or certified peer support 
specialist trainees who provide services to people enrolled in medic-
aid must practice:

(a) Under the clinical supervision of a ((behavioral health pro-
vider as defined in RCW 71.24.025 or a certified peer specialist su-
pervisor as defined in RCW 18.420.010)) mental health professional or 
a substance use disorder professional who understands rehabilitation 
and recovery. The clinical supervisor's expertise must be aligned with 
the needs of the populations served by the certified peer support spe-
cialist or certified peer support specialist trainee; and

(b) In a community behavioral health agency licensed, certified, 
or subject to an approved tribal attestation by the department of 
health.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 25-08-033, filed 3/26/25, effective 
7/1/25)

WAC 182-116-0200  Certified peer support specialist and certified 
peer support trainee—Application, training, examination, and authori-
ty approval.  (1) People applying with the authority for peer support 
specialist training must:

(a) Be age 18 or older; and
(b) Attest on the authority's application that they self-identify 

as:
(i) A person with one or more years of recovery from behavioral 

health experiences/challenges; or
(ii) The parent or legal guardian of a person who has applied 

for, is eligible for, or has received behavioral health services.
(2) After a person meets the training requirements and passes the 

authority's examination, the authority issues a letter stating the 
person has met the ((training)) educational requirements needed to ap-
ply for the credential of certified peer support specialist or certi-
fied peer support specialist trainee through the department.
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