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Overview of Goals and Intermediate Steps for Health Record Bank Pilot Projects

I. Background
The vision statement of the Washington State Health Care Authority's eHealth Collaborative Enterprise includes:

"Facilitating the availability of comprehensive electronic patient information when and where needed."[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Washington State Health Care Authority's e-Health Collaborative Enterprise, http://www.hca.wa.gov/arra/ehealth.html (Accessed 24 April 2010)] 


This corresponds closely to two stated goals of the HHS Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology (ONC):

1) "Complete, accurate, and searchable health information available at the point of diagnosis and care, allowing for more informed decision-making," and,
2) "Better communication between clinicians and patients."[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Fridsma, D: "An Overview of the HITECH Agenda," Western States e-Health Summit, April, 2010 (Phoenix, AZ).  Available at http://www.azhec.org/BinaryData//PDFs/Summit 10//Fridsma presentation 2.pdf (Accessed 24 April 2010)] 


Health Record Banks (HRBs) are independent organizations that provide a secure electronic repository for storing and maintaining an individual's comprehensive health and medical records from multiple sources and assuring that the individual always has complete control over who accesses their information.[footnoteRef:4]   [4:  Health Record Banking Alliance, http://www.healthbanking.org (Accessed 24 April 2010)] 


Patient-controlled accounts in HRBs can address the above goals by providing secure storage and access to comprehensive medical records for use by both clinicians and patients.

II. Path for HRB Pilots to Achieve the Goals
The initial implementations of the HRB Pilot Projects have provided some patients in each Project community with access to a subset of their medical information. There must be demonstrated value for both patients and providers that can drive adoption and that contributes to sustainability. 

The path towards fully achieving the goals may be expressed at a high level as follows:

	Current
	---> --------------------------> -----------------------> -------------------> --------------->
	Goals

	State
	/\
	
	/\
	/\
	
	/\
	Achieved

	1)
	Add more information to each patient’s record
	2)
	Provide access to records by physicians
	3)
	Expand use to more patients
	4)
	Ensure
sustainability



The steps are shown sequentially for convenience of illustration only.  They are interrelated and it may prove more expeditious to pursue them in parallel and/or in a sequence other than what is shown here.
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