Summary - Manatt HITECH UPDATE

(Snapshot from July 30, 2009)
· Not all survey participants had been interviewed. 

· Reflects thinking and responses of those interviewed at that time. 

· This will be updated later this week as all survey participants have been interviewed.   
Key Dependencies

ONC Procurements

· State Grant Program 

· Regional Extension Center

· State EHR Loan

CMS
· Medicaid Director’s letter still working through internal HHS

· Notice of Proposed Rule Making for “meaningful use” expected early 2010

HRSA

· Rural Health Network Development Planning Grant (deadline Sept 14)

· Last round of health center funding (~$150 million for health center controlled networks)

Agriculture/Commerce/FCC

· Broadband Technologies Opportunity Program (rolling applications July 14–Aug 14)

Department of Labor

· Prepare workers for careers in the health care industry (deadline Oct 5)

National Science Foundation

· Prepare workers for careers in the health care industry (announcement TBD)

Preliminary Findings/Recommendations – Governance 
Preliminary Findings

·  Recently passed legislation (Senate Bill 5501) calls for designation of an entity “lead private sector organization to develop guidelines and standards to improve patient access to their own health care information and implement methods to exchange clinical data securely.”  By statute, the entity can not receive public funding for this specific work.

·  HIIAB has played an important convening and advisory role, but has been less involved in generating policies, making recommendations on alternatives, etc. 

· Observation that HCA’s resources stretched thin to support all the coordination activities.

Recommendations
·  Designate a lead entity as called for by Senate Bill 5501 that conforms to characteristics of the State-designated Entity as specified by ARRA.

· Create a collaborative framework to address key issues of eHealth infrastructure

· Focus on building a framework of accountability that establishes roles, responsibilities, liabilities and safe harbors, and mediation processes.

Technical Architecture

Preliminary Findings

· HCA leadership committed to creation of information infrastructure that supports both a consumer-oriented capabilities (HRBs) and provider systems. 

· Variety of opinions regarding the utility and feasibility of HRB model. 

Recommendations
· Articulate a technical framework around interoperability and concepts of data liquidity as opposed to applications or system configurations.

· Aggressive assessment of HRB pilots to ascertain the value of aggregated data, understanding the supply-side (generation of data) and the demand side (consumer, provider, payer, public health) of the equation.

Next:

Criteria for determining if a proposal is "shovel ready"

· Supports State’s eHealth objectives

· High value relative to specific goals

· High degree of feasibility, cost-effectiveness

Criteria for designating a HITECH proposal as "State Endorsed"

TBD
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