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Mental Health Service 

Penetration                         

(Broad Version)

Access to Care NO DSHS

Percentage of Medicaid members with an identified mental 

health need who received mental health services in the 

reporting period through DSHS-, HCA- or Medicare-funded 

health care delivery systems.

Claims and 

Encounters
Health Plans* X

DSHS originally developed this measure for the 

Medicaid population.

*Recommend measuring for Medicaid-insured 

and commercially-insured population in WA 

state.                                                                                                         

Mixed support from commercial health plans – 

responses not received from everyone.

DSHS willing to modify the measure criteria to 

define mental health service need by primary, 

secondary or tertiary MI diagnosis.

DSHS will translate for ICD-10 coding for 

implementation in 2016.

Substance Use Disorder 

Treatment Penetration
Access to Care NO DSHS

Percentage of Medicaid members with an identified substance 

use disorder treatment need who received substance use 

disorder treatment services in the reporting period through 

DSHS-, HCA-, or Medicare-funded health care delivery systems.

Claims and 

Encounters
Health Plans

Medicaid 

only?

Medicaid 

only?

MEASURE SPECS NOT YET AVAILABLE TO 

EVALUATE

DSHS is developing this measure and it is still 

being vetted through the 5732/1519 workgroup 

process.  Measure specifications to be available 

in October per Dave Mancuso.  Not clear this 

will be doable on the commercial side given 

small N?

Youth Suicide Attempts Prevention NO DOH
Percentage of youth who report having attempted suicide in 

the past year.

Patient-

Reported Survey
DOH X ?

Healthy Youth Survey, deployed every two years 

(even years).  Data available at state level and 

possibly ACH level (small N).  Workgroup very 

interested in having at least one measure 

pertaining to youth.

Alcohol Screening and Follow-

up for People with Serious 

Mental Illness

Screening/ 

Intervention

YES              

2599
NCQA

Percentage of patients 18 years and older with a serious 

mental illness, who were screened for unhealthy alcohol use 

and received brief counseling or other follow-up care if 

identified as an unhealthy alcohol user

Claims and 

Clinical
Medicaid Only X ?

DOUBTFUL THAT WE WILL HAVE ACCESS TO 

DATA TO MEASURE FOR COMMERCIALLY 

INSURED POPULATION.

Requires access to clinical data to determine 

screening and counseling.   Small N for public 

reporting.

Serious mental illness defined as schizophrenia, 

bipolar I disorder, major depression.

Notes

Recommended Unit(s) of Analysis  for Public Reporting

Measure Name Category
NQF-

Endorsed

Measure 

Steward
Description

Data Required 

for Measure

Data Source in 

Washington
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Diabetes Screening for People 

With Schizophrenia or Bipolar 

Disorder Who Are Using 

Antipsychotic Medications 

(SSD)

Chronic 

Disease

YES        

1932
NCQA

The percentage of patients 18 – 64 years of age with 

schizophrenia or bipolar disorder, who were dispensed an 

antipsychotic medication and had a diabetes screening test 

during the measurement year.

Claims (inc 

Pharmacy)
Health Plans X ? ?

Possible to do with available data.  Concerns 

regarding condition specific measure and very 

small N for public reporting.

Follow-up after Discharge 

from the Emergency 

Department for Mental Health 

or Alcohol or Other Drug 

Dependence

Continuity of 

Care

YES        

2605
NCQA

Percentage of discharges for patients 18 years of age and older 

who had a visit to the emergency department with a primary 

diagnosis of mental health or alcohol or other drug  

dependence during the measurement year AND who had a 

follow-up visit with any provider with a corresponding primary 

diagnosis of mental health or alcohol or other drug 

dependence within 7 and 30 days of discharge (two rates).

Claims Health Plans* X X

*Recommend measuring for Medicaid-insured 

and commercially-insured population in WA 

state.  

Workgroup expressed preference to alter 

measure to also include age group of 13-17.  

This would impact availability of national 

benchmarks and would modify a HEDIS measure 

which is not recommended.

Measure not currently in HEDIS measure set 

required for plan accreditation, so likely not in 

use by health plans.

Initiation and Engagement of 

Alcohol and Other Drug 

Dependence Treatment

Continuity of 

Care

YES        

0004
NCQA

Percentage of adolescents and adult patients with a new 

episode of alcohol or other drug dependence who received the 

following:  (1) Initiation of Treatment - inpatient admission, 

outpatient visit, intensive outpatient encounter or partial 

hospitalization within 14 days of diagnosis; (2) Engagement of 

Treatment - two or more additional services within 30 days of 

the initiation visit.

Claims Health Plans* X X

*Recommend measuring for Medicaid-insured 

and commercially-insured population in WA 

state.                               Measure not currently in 

HEDIS measure set required for plan 

accreditation, so likely not in use by health 

plans.

Concern regarding “new episode” restriction as 

it eliminates important population from 

measure.

Adherence to Antipsychotic 

Medications for Individuals 

with Schizophrenia

Safety
YES         

1879
CMS

Percentage of individuals at least 18 years of age as of the 

beginning of the measurement period with schizophrenia or 

schizoaffective disorder who had at least two prescription drug 

claims for antipsychotic medications and had a Proportion of 

Days Covered (PDC) of at least 0.8 for antipsychotic 

medications during the measurement period (12 consecutive 

months).

Claims (inc 

Pharmacy)
Health Plans

X - 

Medicaid 

Only

?

Possible to do with available data.  Concerns 

regarding condition specific measure and very 

small N for public reporting.                               

Measure ties to psych inpatient readmissions.
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