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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 5, 2009
FROM: eHealth Collaborative Enterprise
CONTACT: Heather Masters, (360) 923-2937
OneHealthPort selected to lead Washington State 
health technology initiative
OLYMPIA – The state of Washington has announced the selection of OneHealthPort, of Seattle, as the lead organization to develop a strategic and operational plan to create a statewide health information exchange (HIE).

A statewide HIE will leverage existing health information technology infrastructure and facilitate the electronic sharing of health information at the point of care. A secure statewide health information network will help providers improve clinical care and services. It will also prevent duplicate procedures and eliminate prescription mistakes.
Governor Chris Gregoire designated the Washington State Health Care Authority (HCA) as the lead agency for statewide health information infrastructure planning and implementation. In this role, HCA coordinates applications for federal stimulus funding through the Health Information Technology for Economic and Clinical Health Act (HITECH) provisions of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). 
At the time the ARRA HITECH provisions became law, the Washington State legislature passed Substitute Senate Bill 5501 (SSB 5501) requiring the HCA to designate a lead entity or entities to work with key stakeholders to create the HIE. 
OneHealthPort was one of several public and private health care technology advocates that responded to the HCA’s Request for Information seeking a lead organization for this role. Additional lead organizations in other ARRA HITECH program areas will be announced at a later date. 
“We chose OneHealthPort as the HIE planning and implementation lead organization because of their demonstrated industry expertise, strong partnerships and ability to begin the work immediately with the right resources,” according to Richard Onizuka, HCA Policy Director.  “This combination is vital to accomplish the objectives of HITECH and SSB 5501.”  Onizuka said OneHealthPort will act as a convener and work with HCA and other key stakeholders in this process.  
“We were impressed by others that responded to the RFI and their willingness to work collaboratively in moving this work forward and taking advantage of this unprecedented federal grant opportunity,” said Onizuka.
For more information, please visit the HCA website, or subscribe to the eHealth Collaborative Enterprise LISTSERV for timely updates.
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